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ibvriwlttur Arwrnblg
Thursday, the 14th August, 1969

The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (39): ON NOTICE
1. MINING

Revenue, Kal goorlie
Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:

What revenue was derived from
the mining registrar's office, Kal-
goorlie (excluding revenue derived
from matters not pursuant to the
Mining Act) for the years 1965 to
1968 inclusive?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
1965-$25,692.
1966-$40,227.
1967-$171,304.
1968-$347,001.

2. HOUSINlG
Clackzine

Mr. McIVER asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) In view of the expansion of the

Clackline refractory and the diffi-
culty in engaging staff due to
shortage of homes in the area,
would he give strong considera-
tion to building State Housing
Commission homes in Clackline?

(2) If "Yes", when would this take
place?

(3) If not, why not?
Mr. O'NEM' replied:
(1) to (3) There have been no re-

quests for additional houses at
Clackline. There are no applica-
tions for Clackline. There are four
applications for Baker's Hill, two
of which are from pensioner
couples, and it is proposed to
build two units at Baker's Hill
this financial year.

3. EDUCATION
Avondale Primary School

Mr. McIVER asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) When will tenders be called for

the two additional classrooms to
be constructed at the Avondale
Primary School at Northam?

(2) Is the Avondale School listed for
Painting this financial year; If
not, when will the painting be
carried out?

(3) Does he know that this school has
not been Painted since 1961?

4.

Mi. LEWIS replied:
(1) Plans and specifications are in

course of preparation by private
architect.
It is anticipated that tenders will
be called within one month.

(2) Yes.
(3) Yes. This school has now reached

the stage where internal and
external painting have become
necessary.

EDUCATION
Wundawie Junior High School

Mr. McIVER asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is he aware of the inadequacy

of the staff room at Wundowie
Junior High School?

(2) As this room is utilised as a
classroom on occasions and also
part storeroom, would he agree to
have it enlarged?

(3) If "Yes", when can a start be
made?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) Yes, this work Is listed

for completion when funds can be
made available.

5. HOSPITAL
Armariale-Kelmscott District Memorial

Hos pital2
Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) What is the present position of

the proposal to build a new mat-
ernity wing to the new Annadale-
Kelmscott district memorial hos-
pital?

(2) When will the conversion and
transfer of the present Armadale
maternity hospital to a home for
elderly citizens be made?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) and (2) Plans are being pre-

pared for a 10-bed maternity wing
and appropriate services.
The work is programmed to com-
mence this financial year, depend-
ent on the availability of loan
funds, which so far have not been
allocated for this financial Year.
The present maternity hospital
will continue to operate in the
meantime.

8. FRUIT
Sales

Mr. DUNN asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

What are the trust fund figures
relating to apples and classified
citrus sales to the local market
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and to direct sales for the Years
ended the 30th June. 1967. 1968,
and 1969?

Mr. NALDER replied:
The classified trust fund figures
requested pertain to fruit Pur-
chases by individual companies or
firms, and are confidential infor-
mation.

EDUCATION
Safety Bay School

Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Are there Insufficient classrooms

(2)

at the Safety Bay School to meet
the present demand?
What is the present number of
children at the Safety Bay School?

10.

11.

(3) How many more students are ex-
pected to enrol by the end of
this year?

(4) Will demnountable classrooms be
provided temporarily in accord
with the understanding given to
the Safety Bay Parents and
Citizens' Association in 1968 to
meet the present emergency to
December?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) On the basis of 40 per classroom,

yes.
(2) 553.
(a)
(4)

50 approximately.
Yes. Demountable classrooms are
at present being constructed, and
it is anticipated that they will be
available in approximately four
weeks.

8. LEGAL AID SCHEME
Commencement

Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:

Can he advise when a scheme of
legal aid as envisaged under the
Legal Contribution Trust Act is
likely to commence?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
It is anticipated that the scheme
of legal aid under the provisions
of the Legal Contribution Trust
Act will operate from the 1st
January, 1970.

9. HEALTH
Drug Warning

Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has he any knowledge of any

State or Federal intention to have
tablets or powders containing
aspirin, phenacetin. caffein, or
codein marked "contents could be
a hazard to health"?

12.

(2) If not, and in view of the alleged
cumulative evidence that kidney
disease in many instances is re-
lated to over indulgence, will be
use early endeavours; to see that
packets and bottles carrying the
drugs mentioned in (1) are mark-
ed with the warning suggested?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON replied:
(1) and (2) A warning label is al-

ready required for phenacetin.
Labelling requirements for salicy-
lates and pasucetamol are under
preparation.

This question was postponed.

WATER SUPPLIES
Wembley Downs Bore

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Was the artesian bore which has

been drilled at Wembley Downs
at a cost of $73,381 required be-
cause of the Metropolitan Water,
Sewerage and Drainage Board's
anxiety over the adequacy of
existing reservoirs to meet the
needs of consumers?

(2) If "No", what was the reason?
(3) Are further bores to be drilled?
(4) When is it expected a new reser-

voir will be completed?
Mr. ROES HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) to (3) The board's hills storages

provide reserves to cope with dry
periods and the present storage
position in existing reservoirs is
adequate to meet needs of con-
sumers.
The board has always made use of
underground water and it has had
a continuing policy of exploiting
underground resources to aug-
ment the hills supply.
As part of its programme the
board has in recent years com-
pleted two bores in the Mt. Yoklne
area.
The bore at Wembley Downs Is
another in a series of bores which
it is planned to sink In the near
future.

(4) In the Dandalup Rivers scheme it
is intended that the pipehead dam
on the North Dandalup River be
completed in the 1970-71 financial
year and the main dami on the
South Dandalup River by the
winter of 1973.

Ballot
Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) How and when was the land re-

cently balloted for in the Dianella
area purchased by the State
Housing Commission?
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(2) What was the area involved in
acreage and what was the pur-
chase price?

(3) Were the lots balloted for the
total number of blocks available
In the above purchase: if not,
what area still remains for sub-
division?

(4) How much was the development
cost on each of the lots the sub-
ject of the recent ballot?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) The State Housing Com-

mission purchased the land at
Dianella, approximately 48 acres,
at public auction in 1950 for
$1,200.

(3) After providing land for public
open space and roads, 157 resi-
dential allotments were obtained
from the subdivision of the 48
acres. Of these, 83 lots were dis-
posed of as a result of the Public
auction conducted in February,
1968; 64 lots have been offered In
the recent ballot, and the remain-
ing 10 lots are set aside for offer
to the Director of War Service
Homes for eligible ex-servicemen.
An area of 34 acres, approximately,
of Crown land on Seymour and
Maccabean Avenues, was recently
made available to the commission,
Subdivisional plans for this land
have not yet been prepared.

(4) Referring to the Dianeila lots only,
the developed cost of these lots to
the commission was approximately
$860. The tax value of these lots
is approximately $7,000 and they
were disposed of at an average
price of $5,750.

RAILWAYS
Interstate Express

Mr. MOIR asked the Minister for
Railways:.
(1) Will he supply details of the

charges for fares, sleeping berths,
and other items for 1st and 2nd
class passenger on the new inter-
state express between Kalgoorlie
and Perth?

(2) What were the previous rates
charged for this portion of the
Journey?

(3) What are the charges at present
on th-e Kalgoorlie Express?

(4) Has there been an increase in
fares and charges on the Kalgoor-
lie Express; if so, will he give
details?

(5) Is it Proposed that fares will be
increased on the Kalgoorlie-
Perth journey when the proposed
standard gauge service comes
into operation; if so, will he state
the amount?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:

First Class
Single Return

Bail rare 12.65 19.00
Sleeping

berth 4.60 0.20
(air conditioned)

Morning
tea 0.25 0.50

1.4.

15.

Second Class
Single Return

9.80 14.70

3.75 7.50

0.25 0.50
(2)

Rail fare 12.85 19.00 0.80 14.70
Sleeping

berth 2.50 5.00 1.50 3.00
(non air conditioned)

Dinner 1.75 - 1.75 -
(eastbound)

nreakfaat 1.35 - 1.35 -
(westbound)

Passengers are Carried on the In-
terstate express as room permits.
This arrangement also applied to
the previous narrow gauge West-
land.

(3)
Rail fare 12.65 19.00 9.80 14.70
Sleepinrg

berth 2.50 5.00 2.00 4.00
(non air conditioned)

(4) No.
(5) This matter is under consideration,

but no decision has been reached
at this stage.

ACTS
Reprinting

Mr. MOIR asked the Acting Premier:
(1) Is he aware that-

(a) copies of the Mines Regula-
tion Act and Workers' Com-
pensation Act are unobtain-
able;

(b) the reason given is that these
Acts are out of print?

(2) Is it proposed that these Acts will
be reprinted; if so, when is it
expected that they will again be
available?

Mr. NALDER replied:.
(I) (a) and (b) Yes.
(2) The Government Printer advises

that the Workers' Compensation
Act will be printed next week.
The Mines Regulation Act is now
being forwarded to the Govern-
mrent Printer for printing.

EDUCATION
Donnelly River Mill School Bus

Mr. H. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Are alterations to the Donnelly

River Mill school bus services ex-
pected to be introduced in 1970?

(2) If so, could he indicate the nature
of such alterations?

Mr. LEWIS rep-,ed:
(1) The Bridge town- Donnelly River

School Bus Service will cease at
the end of 1969.

13.
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(2) The Manjimup-Yanmah School
Bus Service will be extended to
Donnelly River when the Manji-
mup school bus routes are re-
organized in the near future.
From 1970 onwards post-primary
children at Donnelly River will
have school bus transport to the
Manjirnup Senior High School.

16, HOUSING
Mandurah and Pinjarra

Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister
for Housing:
(1) What progress is the commission

making towards purchasing land
at Mandurab for State housing
needs?

(2) What area of land is owned by
the State Housing Commission at
Pinjarra?

(3) How many applicants are there
for State rental homes at-
(a) Mandurab;
(b) Pinjarra?

(4) What is the building programme
for these towns during 1969-70?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) Investigations and negotiations

with respect to the purchase of
land suitable to the commission's
requirements are continuing.

(2) The commission owns 10 broad
acres, and 15 individual residential
allotments.

(3) (a) Mandurab 2 single unit
47 families

(b) Pinjarra, 9 families
(4) Building programme-

Mandurah 10
Pinjarra 5

17. WATER SUPPLIES AND
DRAINAGE

Serpentine-Mundijrng, and Manduraft
Mr. RUNCIMAN asked the Minister
for Water Supplies:
(1) What has been the nature and

extent of recent drainage works
in the Serpentine-Mundiong dis-
trict?

(2) What was the cost of these works?
(3) Now that the reticulated water

scheme to Coodanup is almost
completed, is it Planned to con-
tinue the scheme into the Man-
durak townsite this financial
year?

(4) What is the planning for a reticu-
lated water scheme for Man-
durah?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) Recent drainage works in the Ser-

pentine-Mundijong drainage dis-
trict have been carried out on a
programme of enlargement of tha

18.

main outlet drains and the Ser-
pentine and Wungong Rivers
which accept water from the east-
ern side of the district and from
the adjacent hills area.
The Serpentine River was en-
larged over a distance of 5.2 miles
downstream from its confluence
with the Birrega main drain.
The Birrega main drain was en-
larged from its confluence with the
Serpentine River for a distance of
3.25 miles to its confluence with
the Oaklands main drain.
The Oaklands main drain was en-
larged from its confluence with
the Binrega main drain for a dis-
tance of 3.1 miles.
The Wungong River was enlarged
from a point 50 chains down-
stream of Forrest Road for a. dis-
tance of 1.6 miles upstream.
Some minor drains were improved
in areas subject to flooding name-
ly-

Birrega sub A 1-2.4 miles.
Mardella sub M41-0.7 miles.
Punrak drain-2.6 miles.

(2) The costs of these works are as
follows-

1967-68 $62,565
1968-69 $52,899
1969-70 (to date) $ 7,241

(3) Provision has been made in the
draft loan estimates to continue
the schemne into Mandurah this
financial year.

(4) Depending on the availability of
adequate finance it is planned to
complete reticulation towards the
end of 1972-73.

TRAFFIC
West Perth Swtrway

Mr. BERTRAM asked the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) When is it expected that people

travelling to and from Perth via
the West Perth subway may be
given some relief from the pre-
sent chronic congestion and loss
of time occurring at the subway
during peak hours?

(2) What action is proposed to be
taken to give this relief?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) When the first stage of the Hamil-

ton interchange is completed,
about the middle of 1971, the
problem of traffic congestion at
the West Perth subway should be
eliminated.

(2) Traffic congestion will be eased by
the construction of a left turn
lane from Roe Street to the sub-
way. Work on this project is in
hand. The congestion is partly
due to Persons entering blocked

303
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Intersections and a patrolman has
been detailed to supervise, Which
should provide some relief. Ad-
ditional relief will be provided by
detailing a further patrolman to
control traffic at the junction of
Wellington Street and Market
Place between the hours of 7.30
a.m. to 9 am. Monday to Friday.
To assist the flow of traffic, the
parking of vehicles on the north-
ern side of Wellington Street be-
tween Market Place and Milligan
Street will be prohibited between
the same hours.

SEWERAGE
Islip Place, Woodlands

Mr. BERTRAM asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) Is it so that lands situated in

Islip Place, Woodlands, may not
be built upon until it Is serviced
by deep sewerage?

(2) If "Yes', when is it expected that
the said lands will be so serviced?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
(1) 1 have been informed that the

Shire of Perth will not issue a
building permit until the lands are
serviced by deep sewerage.

(2) The board has no plans at pres-
ent for sewering the area.

RAILWAYS
Land Valuations

Mr. BUR1~KE asked the Minister for
Railways:

Further to my question 38 of the
1st May, 1969-
(1) Was the area of land which

would comprise the trench
for the proposed sunken rail-
way, a surface area of ap-
Proximately 65 chains in
length and 1 to fl chains
wide, included in the three
valuations of the railway land
given on that date?

(2) Was it included in any of the
three valuations given?

(3)
(4)

If not, why not?
What method of valuation
was used in each case?

(5) On the basis of the method
of valuation used in each case,
what would be the approxi-
mate value of the area re-
ferred to?

(6) In reference to (2) and (3)
(b) and (c) of that date,
what would be the approxi-
mate value of the total area
of 37.5 acres In each case?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
When the member sought infor-
mation on valuations in his ques-
tions of the 1st May, 1969, I

offered to make the relevant
papers available for his perusal If
he called at my office, but he has
not availed himself of this offer.
I will ask the valuers to let me
have the additional information
now sought and will advise the
member as soon as this is re-
ceived.
If he wishes to see copies of the
documents they are still available
for him in my office.

RAILWAYS21

W.A.fl.C.: Government Obligation

Mr. BURKE asked the Acting Pre-
mier:

In negotiations with the Western
Australia Development Corpora-
tion for the development of the
central railway land-
(1) Has the Government obliged

itself in any way to rent office
space from Western Australia
Development Corporation?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) what is the approximate

area involved?
(b) what average price per

sq. ft. is likely to be
paid?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

22. PUBLIC DEFENDER
Appointment

Mr. BURKE asked the Acting Pre-
mier:

When does the Government in-
tend to appoint a public defender
in Western Australia?

Mr. NALDER replied:
The Minister for Justice advises
that the question has not received
consideration. It Is pointed out
that an extended system of legal
aid in Western Australia is being
developed.

23. RAILWAYS
Lowering of Perth Railway Station:

Cost

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What is the current estimate of

cost of sinking the Perth central
railway?

(2) For what distance is it intended
to sink the line?

(3) To what depth will the line be
sunk?

(4) How many lines will be sUnk?

19.
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(5) What Is the estimated annual
cost of pumping and air-condi-
tinning of an underground rail
system in the area referred to?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The Government will not know

this until the final submission is
received from West Australian
Development Corporation on the
31st August, 1969. However, the
company has advised that provi-
sions for four lines would be ap-
proximately $10,1 million.

(2) Between Milligan and Moore
Streets.

(3) This varies but will be sunk ap-
proximately 18 feet 6 inches to
give a 16 feet 6 inch clearance.

(4) Our thinking is based on four
lines.

(5) There will be no pumping neces-
sary. Ventilation costs cannot be
assessed at this time.

TRANSPORT
Appointment of "Mr. Transport"
Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) How many applications have

been received for the Position of
"Mr. Transport'?

(2) When is he likely to be appoint-
ed?

(3) For what period will he be em-
ployed?

(4) What are the terms on which he
will be employed?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
The Government has not adver-
tised for a "Mr. Transport". If
the honourable member is referr-
ing to the appointment of a study
director in connection with future
city road pattern and movement
the answers are as follows:-
(1) Seven firm applications from

Australian residents. Nine
preliminary enquiries and one
firm application from United
Kingdom residents.

(2) As soon as we are certain
that we have an applicant
with precisely the right quali-
fications.

(3) We have a planned critical
path for the study of 14
months. In our request for
applications we are using the
phrase "not more than 18
months".

(4) The study director will accept
personal accountability for
achieving the Objectives of
the study.
He will be paid a salary ap-
propriate to the going mar-
ket value of his Professional

25.

26.

qualifications and the amount
and diversity of his practical
experience, plus an allowance
for the short term nature of
the appointment. Thus the
salary will vary with the per-
son concerned up to a maxi-
imum which has been set be-
low what a consultant would
cost. We believe the salary
will attract the man we want.
We propose to provide him
with Personal transport and
in the case of an Australian
resident pay removal ex-
penses in line with the usual
public service rules. Removal
expenses for overseas resid-
ents will be subject to nego-
tiation.
We will help to arange ac-
commodation but the cost of
It will be to the study direc-
tor's account.

This question was postponed.

TRAF7IC
"Stop" and "Give-way" Signs

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) (a) What is the cost to the de-

partment of a normal "Stop"
sign?

(b) by whom are they manufac-
tured?

(c) who erects them?
(d) what is the approximate cost

of erection of each sign?
(2) (a) What is the cost to the de-

Partmnent of a normal "Give-
Way" sign?

(b) by whom are they made?
(c) who erects them?
(d) what is the approximate cost

of erection of each sign?
Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) (a) $10.55.

(b) Jason Industries Ltd., Welsh-
pool.

(c) Main Roads Department.
(d) $8.75.

(2) (a) $11.77.
(b) Jason Industries Ltd., Welsh-

pool.
(c) Main Roads Department.
(d) $8.75.

27. WATER SUPPLIES
Home Units

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:

In view of the method of rating
home unit owners, many of whom
are retired Persons on fixed in-
comes, or widows, would he in-

24.
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vestigate the possibility of rating
home units on a basis of consump-
tion (plus a factor to cover the
servicing of communal grounds)?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON replied:
There are many home unit owners
not in the personal situation re-
ferred to and there are also many
other ratepayers in the same
situation as home unit owners.
The whole matter of rating for
water has been investigated on a
number of occasions and no
special case could be sustained
for home unit owners.

RAILWAYS
W.A.D.C. Proposals

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Has he received any communica-

tion from the Premier, during his
overseas visit, regarding the suit-
ability of the proposals submitted
to him by the Western Australia
Development Corporation?

(2) If "Yes', did the Premier express
any reservations regarding the
project as presented to him?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
A1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).

RAILWAYS
W.A.D.C. Model

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Railways:

Will he assure the Public that a
model of the proposed Western
Australia Development Corpora-
tion development of the heart of
Perth will be on display in a loca-
tion easily accessible to the general
public between the 31st August,
1969 and the date of final decision
by the Government?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
If an acceptable Proposal is put
to the Government details and a
model will be placed before the
public.

33. RAILWAYS
Standard Gauge Railway

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) What extension, if any, of the

standard gauge railway has he
under consideration, or in plan-
ning, at the present time?

(2) What is the approximate Path of
the extension?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Apart from the develop-

ment in the Kwinana area pro-
vided for under the Kwlnana Loop
Railway Act, No. 39 of 1968, and
possible standardisation of the
Esperance Railway no extension
of the standard gauge railway Is
under consideration.

34. 7'hi s question was Postponed.

35.

36.

30. TOWN PLANNING
West Australian Land Holdings Limited

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Town Plan-
ning:

Has he seen a copy of the notes
on the proposed formation of a
company to be known as "West
Australian Land Holdings Limi-
ted"?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
No.

31 and 32. These questions were postponed.

POLICE
Commonwealth Statistician's Forms

Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Re question of the 14th October,

1965, can he advise whether Police
officers are still required to deliver
and pick up forms on behalf of
the Commonwealth Statistician?

(2) Was any action taken to stop this
practice as indicated in a reply
from the Premier to Question 22
of the 21st October, 1965?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Statistical forms are now posted

and police officers, in their cap-
acity as statistical agents under
the Statistics Act, 1907-1956, are
required to assist only in respect
of dilatory informants and new
settlers.

(2) Yes. The posting of annual fac-
tory returns commenced in 1.966.

PRICE FIXNGo
Statutory Power

Mr. B3ERTRAM asked the Acting Pre-
mier:
(1) How many boards, persons, firms,

and corporations and any union
or association thereof have statu-
tory power to fix the price to be
paid by the public for goods or
services whether professional or
otherwise or an amalgamation of
such goods and services?

(2) Will he describe each of the
Statutes conferring such power
and in each case state the body
upon whom the power is confer-
red?

28.
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Mr. NALDER replied:
This question is regarded as in-
admissible. The Information
sought by the member is con-
tained in Statutes and accessible
documents. (See Mays Parlia-
mentary Practice, 17th Edition,
page 354, subheading 23.)

EDUCATION
Student Allowance

Mr. RIDGE asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) When was the school student

living-away-from -home allowance
introduced?

(2) How much was it?
(3) To what extent has it been varied

since introduction?
(4) Does he contemplate revising the

rate in the near future?
Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) The 1st July, 1946.
(2) £15 to £50 dependent on the dis-

trict and the level of education.
(3) Present rates vary from $80 to

$200.
(4) The rates are at present under

review.

EDUCATION
High School at Rockingham

Mr. RUSHTON asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) How many children are at present

enrolled in first, second and third
year at the Swinana High School?

(2) How many children in first, second
axnd third year are from the Rock-
ingham area?

(3) What are the estimated numbers
of children expected to enrol at the
Ewinana High School at the be-
ginning of 1970, 1971 and 1972?

(4) Of these students, how many would
attend a Rockingham High School
if such a school were available?

(5) To give practical relief to a large
build up of numbers at Kwlnana
High School in the immediate
years ahead, will the department
give consideration to establishing
a Rockinghamn High School for the
start of the 1971 school year?

(6) To have a high school available at
Rockinghamn for the beginning of
the 1971 school year, when would
a decision need to be taken?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) 1st year-334.

2nd year-204.
3rd year-242.

39.

(2) 1st year-138.
2nd year-135.
3rd year-St.

(3) 1st year, 1970 (estimated) -460.
1st year, 1971 (estimnated) -465.
1st year, 1972 (estimated)-470.

(4) 1st year, 1970 (estimiated) -225.
1st year, 1971 (estimated) -225.

1972 (estimated) -245.
(5) Building development and student

enrolments from this area are be-
ing carefully watched by this de-
par tment. A high school to serve
the Rockingham district will be
established when the district's
Potential for such a separate
school is sufficient to warrant it.
This is planned for 1972.

(6) Preliminary planning must Com-
mence two years before opening,
i.e., February, 1969, for opening in
1971.

EDUCATION
Kwinana High School

Mr. TAYLOR asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Referring to answers given on the

3rd April, what is the anticipated
commencement date of construc-
tion and the anticipated comple-
tion date of-
(a) two science laboratories and

six manual arts rooms;
(b) one classroom;
(Cc) conversion of existing work-

shops to classrooms and home
economics,

at the Ewinana High School?
(2) With regard te the conversion

work, would he detail-
(a) number and type of units to

be demolished and/or con-
verted;

(b) number and type of units to
be created from these con-
versions?

(3) Has the department plans for
any additional construction other
than that advised on the 3rd
April, 1969?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
Cl) Tender has been provisionally

approved but no final acceptance
can be issued until the contractor
submits a satisfactory priced bill
of quantities.
The completion date for the whole
contract is a. period of 10 months
from the date of final acceptance
of tender.
Ca) Specified completion date is

commencement of the first
school term in 1970.

(b) and (c). Completion dates not
specified as separate nits,

307
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(2) (a) and (b,) The following units--
staff room,
metal work room,
woodwork,
stores (3), to be converted
to-

complete borne science unit,
senior master's office,
senior mistress's office,
medical inspection room

and sick bay,
nlew typing room.

One classroom to be converted
to provide access way to
new additions Plus general
purpose room,
guidance officer's room,
general stores.

Typing room and technical
drawing room to be converted
by the addition of two bays
into two new classrooms and
a replacement classroom.

(3) Not at present, but the situation
at Swinana is being closely
watched.

QUESTIONS (6): WITHOUT NOTICE
DROUGHT

Commonwealthr Assistance

Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is it correct, as reported in the

A.B.C. news today, that he has
requested the Commonwealth
Government to assist the State
because of existing drought con-
ditions here?

(2) Does he remember making the
following utterance in the House
just eight days ago following a
statement by me that serious
drought conditions exist:-

You are trying to panic a situ-
ation. What areas of the State
are suffering from drought con-
ditions? Name them please.
Yesterday we were in touch with
15 local authorities and not one
will admit at this point of time
that drought conditions obtain
in its area?

(3) Does he remember following that
utterance up by saying he was not
able to travel around the State
and was concerned with what his
advisers said?

(4) Does it mean, because he has now
applied for drought relief, that a
drought situation has developed
only in the last eight days; or has
it taken him and his advisers just
that period of time to come to
grips with realities?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) I have niot made application to

the Commonwealth Government
for drought relief. I did not hear

2.

3.

the statement made by the A.B.C.,
but, if I recall correctly, I think
I was asked:, Would the State
make an approach to the Com-
monwealth Government with re-
ference to drought relief? I re-
plied, "Yes, it would," but at this
stage the State has not yet made
an approach.

(2) to (4) 1 stated quite clearly and
emphatically, when I did make re-
ference to the situation eight days
ago, that I had contacted the
various shires and not one of them
at that stage would agree that
drought conditions existed. At
this moment I understand-al-
though I have no official informa-
dion at this stage-that one of the
shires has requested that its area
be declared a drought area.

SURFBOARDS
Safety Measures

Mr. BURKE asked the Acting Pre-
mier:

Will he give consideration to the
need for immediate action to be
taken for the proper co-ordination.
of manufacture and design of
surfboards to obtain the highest
standard of safety for board
riders and the general Public
alike?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Yes, the m atter will be brought
to the attention of the Water
Safety Division of the National
Safety Council of Western Au-
tralia.

TRAFFIC
Reflective Number Plates

Mr. CASH asked the Minister for
Police:
(1) Can the Minister advise the

House on the progress of the
changeover to reflective number
plates?

(2) Is it a fact that the new number
plates cannot be attached to cer-
tain imported cars without minor
modifications?

(3) Why did the specifications for the
new number plates not provide for
fitting to all makes of vehicles,
especially those of Italian and
Japanese origin?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) There have been approximately

142,000 sets of reflective plates
issued to date and approximately
72,000 sets are scheduled for issue
between now and the 31st October,
1969. This will complete the first
phase of the changeover in the
metropolitan area and action will
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then be taken to ensure the
changeover of plates by those who
have not done so voluntarily.

(2) Yes.
(3) The reflective number plates are

of exactly the same size as the
previous plates, and those issued
in other States--excepting the
Australian Capital Territory and
the Northern Territory. They can
be fitted to the most popular
makes of vehicles.

4. McCARREY REPORT
Part 11

Mr. TONKIN asked the Acting Pre-
mier:

Has he been able to ascertain the
reason for the delay in the pre-
sentation of part II of the
McCarrey report on land prices?

Mr. NALDER replied:
I did indicate to the Leader of
the Opposition that I would make
some inquiries, and I am informed
that at this stage no definite date
can be given as to when Fart II
of the Mcarrey report will be
available.

5. RAILWAYS
Land Valuations

Mr. BURKE asked the Minister for
Railways:

Further to his reply to my ques-
tion 20 on today's notice paper,
does he consider that the contents,
or any part of the contents, of
question 20 are confidential and
should be kept from the public?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
The question is not confidential,
but the answer might be. I will
just check question 20 to see what
it is.

Mr. Tonkin: There is no need to be
clever!I

Mr. O'CONNOR: There is nothing
confidential in the question so far
as I can see, Mr. Speaker.

6. McCARREY REPORT
Part 11

Mr. TONKIN asked the Acting Pre-
ieir:

Is it intended that part II of the
McCarrey report will at some time
be presented; and, if not, why not?

Mr. NALER replied:
I do expect it to be Presented at
some stage, but at this point of
time I am not in a position to in-
dicate when. I anticipate that
this will be done.

ADDRESS-IIN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY

Motion
Debate resumed, from the 13th August,

on the following motion by Mr. Mc-
harin:-

That the following Address-in-
Reply to His Excellency's Speech be
agreed to:-

We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR. W. A. MANNING (Narrogin) [2.45
p.m.]: In speaking to the motion for the
Address-in-Reply to the Governor's Speech,
I have several matters to bring before the
House. The first which concerns me is the
financial Position of the railways, because
of the extremely high deficit it has shown
for last year; namely, $10,051,797. This,
in anyone's language, is a tremendous loss
for the State to face, and so it is well
to Ponder on the reason for it.

This is the highest deficit in the railway
finances for some years. On studying the
figures given to mec I find that, this loss
was only just exceeded in 1958-59. In
that Year the railways showed a loss of
$10,094,144. In the intervening years the
loss in 1958-59 was gradually reduced to
the figure of $3,991,053 in 1965-66.

The answer given by the Minister to
the question I asked as to what were the
main reasons for the huge loss in 1968-69
was as follows:-

The principal causes of the in-
creased loss were reduced earnings
from wheat $4,443,000, award vari-
ations $1,311,000, depreciation
$434,000 and interest $123,000.

So from that answer it can be seen that
the main reason for the increase in the
railway deficit is the reduction in the
transport of wheat by rail. This, no doubt,
is probably enlightening to some members
who may recall a membe:c, who was sitting
on the Government side of the House some
Years ago, making a very lengthy speech
on the losses the Railways flepartment
was facing as a result of the low freight
rates charged for the transport of wheat.
It was a well-presented case, which was
supported by various documnents. Since
then I have never seen a case presented
in this House in such an admirable man-
ner,

However, there were a few anomalies in
the figures quoted by that honourable
member. He set out to prove that the
losses on the railways at that time had
been caused by the low freight charges
on wheat. This is completely in conflict
with the reason that is given today for
the huge loss in railway revenue last.
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financial yeax. We have been told that
this tremendous loss has been created as
a result of the reduction in the transport
of wheat. In his answer the Minister
stated that the reduced earnings from the
cartage of wheat to the ports amounted
to $4,443,000. From the figures that were
supplied to me relating to the revenue
earned by the railways, I notice that it
obtained the best results in the years in
which the highest tonnages of wheat were
carted.

In 1961-62, when there was an increase
in the tonnage of wheat carted to the
extent of 60,000,000 bushels, the revenue
increased and helped to reduce the loss
made by the Railways Department. In
that year the railway deficit was $4,818,754,
but the greatest reduction in the railway
deficit was effected in 1965-66 when
95,000,000 bushels of wheat were carted by
rail. The railway deficit in that year was
only $3,991,053. In the following year-
1966-67-96,000,000 bushels of wheat were
carted by rail, and in 1967-68 nearly
100,000,000 bushels were transported by
the railways. It was during those years
that the railway losses were greatly re-
duced.

So it must be perfectly evident to all
members that the State revenue depends
to a very large degree on the cartage
of wheat by rail to the ports, because
if the railways are showing a heavy loss
the State has to bear the brunt of it. I
am of the opinion that, although the
railways have suffered this heavy loss in
revenue in the last financial year, some
good may come out of it, because it may
bring home more forcibly to the people
of the state how much Western Austra-
lia depends on primary products and their
cartage by rail from the country to the
ports, and how dependent they are, one
on the other.

No section of the community has a
separate existence in the State; each one,
to some degree, is dependent on the other.
This is a matter I would like to point out:
it would appear that if the sale of wheat
was reduced, industries such as shipping,
retailing, engineering, and similar ones,
would obviously be affected. However, one
would hardly suspect that a reduction in
wheat sales would affect mining, the fish-
ing industry, or the Public Service; but I
suggest it would. A reduction in sales
would reflect on the whole economy of the
State. It affects every one of us, and not
only the railway services and railway con-
ditions.

This brings me to the fallacy of award-
ing a prosperity loading in industry. If
each industry were to stand on its own
feet, instead of being provided with a pros-
perity loading, we would all benefit, be-
cause we are all dependent on one another.
The provision of a prosperity loading re-
sults in a rise in costs. Although at the

present time an industry, in which a pros-
perity loading has been awarded, might
be prosperous, such prosperity could be
brought about by certain economic con-
ditions, such as some special protection
afforded to It, or a high tariff. I should
point out that if the costs in this industry
are increased then the repercussions will
be felt by the other industries. What is
the eventual outcome? The industries
which are dependent on sales to overseas
customers will suffer, while other indus-
tries will, to a degree, be able to pass on
the increased costs. When we reach the
stage where the overseas prices for our
commodities fall, the primary producers
are definitely the ones to be squeezed out.

Mr. Graham: You do not think these in-
creased costs could be met from profits?
There is no need to pass them on to the
public.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I think the
honourable member will agree there are not
sufficient profits in these industries to en-
able them to bear any additional costs
that may be loaded onto them. Following
that line of thought, I remember back in
the 1950s when wool fetched terrific
prices. One of the worst things which
happened to the wool industry was the
prosperity loading of £1 per 100 sheep
awarded to the shearers; because, when
the price of wool came down, the pros-
perity loading was not abolished. Every
consideration has to be given to the points
I have raised.

I have been reminded that the people
operating the Midland Junction Abattoir
depend on the supply of stock from the
primary producers in all the months of the
year. However, when the farmers who
supply the stock are in great difficulties--
as they are at the present time-the people
employed at the abattoir are quite pre-
pared to cause industrial disturbances; and
these disturbances have been occurring
almost every day over the last few weeks.
This leads to a reduction in the number of
stock saughtered.

Mr. Brady: They do not have stoppages
for nothing. There is a good reason for
them.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: There does not
appear to be a very good reason for any
industry to be jeopardised. It seems that
those who are dependent on the supply
of stock from the primary producers for
their livelihood are prepared to take action
to sacrifice the industry on which they are
dependent. That is an entirely wrong at-
titude. This proves to me that all sections
of the community are dependent on one
another; and for one section to let
another down is entirely wrong.

Mr. Moir: To you it does not matter
whether the employees have to work 24
hours a day and seven days a week, so
long as they get through the slaughtering.
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Mr. W. A. MANNING: In reply to that
interjection I should point out that many
people today are quite prepared to go up
north to work inordinately long hours so
as to get large pay cheques. They do this
of their own choice, and I do not think
there is anything wrong with it. In fact,
it is a very good thing that they do this.

Mr. Moir: But you do not wish to give
them the right to refuse to work the long
hours.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Let us return to
the railways. What are we to do about the
losses which are being incurred? It has
been suggested that the freight charges
should be increased, but I hope the Min-
ister for Railways does not have that idea
in mind. I suggest it would be entirely
wrong to increase the freight charges. If
one is in business and desires to reduce
sales, one increases the price; but if one
desires more business one reduces the price.
Another viewpoint is that if one desires to
increase Profits, one produces more.

Mr. Graham: I have heard that one
echoed over many years.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The farmers have
been squeezed and squeezed over the years,
and they have had to Produce more and
more.

Mr. Lapham: You do not believe in
wheat quota?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I am not dealing
with that subject, but with the railways.

Mr. Graham: That is a little embarrass-
ing for you!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I am prepared to
talk to the honourable member in private
about this, but at the moment I am deal-
ing with the railways. The losses sustained
by the railways must be overcome by the
railways producing more; and that means
by carrying more freight. This does not
mean only wheat, but all kinds of com-
modities. In order to reduce the losses
by carrying more freight, the railways
must be able to compete for any business
that is offering. I do not suggest that the
railways should pursue a course which
would give this department a captive
market-which, to a large extent, it has
at the present time. I fail to see why
anybody should be forced to use a parti-
cular form of transport. If a transport
service cannot compete, there is something
wrong with it; but there is too much
invested in the railways for us to accept
this viewpoint totally.

I find that the freights earned by the
railways are all paid by one section,
whether they be freights inwards or out-
wards. The whole of the revenue of the
railways comes from the country areas,
because the metropolitan area does not
use the railways for the carriage of freight.
I ask: Should not the metropolitan area
as wvell as the rest of the State contribute

something to
railways are
metropolitan
tricts.

the railways? I suggest the
just as important to the

area as to the country dis-

If one could use one's imagination and
visualise the railway system being lifted
entirely out of the metropolitan area and
relocated at some new Port along the coast,
one would see the results. The Minister
for Housing, for instance, would have no
housing problems. Surely when we
visualise such a situation we will agree
that the metropolitan area is gaining just
as much from the railways as are the
country areas.

Mr. Davies: If there were no country
areas there would be no need for the
railways.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: And there would
be no State either.

Mr. O'Connor: The people of the metro-
politan area are subsidising the freight.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I seem to be able
to get plenty of ideas on this one. I
suggest that the Treasury do something
about the matter.

Mr. Graham: A "give me, give me"
attitude!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The Treasury
should do something about the matter.
because of the high interest charges which
the railways have to pay. These high
interest rates are crippling the railway
system. From figures which were sup-
plied to me, I worked out that in recent
years, were it not for the interest charged
against the railways, there would have been
a profit. I calculated that in the financial
years of 1965-66, 1966-67, and 1967-68
there would have been a profit of over
$3,000,000 each year. However, in the last
financial year I worked out that even if
the interest charges were not levied there
would still have been a loss of $518,838.

Mr. May: Do you know what the annual
loss is for this year?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I have mentioned
that figure. It was the first one I gave.

Mr. May: You will 1boar more about
this later.

Mr. Mcover: Is the honourable member
aware of the amount of subsidy the rail-
ways are giving to the primary producer
in Western Australia by way of conces-
sional freight rates?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I would like to
know about this alleged subsidy by the
railways. As far as I1 know the primary
producer is forced to use the railways in
most country areas.

Mi. Graham: No he is not; you amended
the Act to make sure of that.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition wants to go
down to the country areas and try to put
wool on the trucks.
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Mr. Graham: That is the only com-
modity.

Mr. Craig: Chaff from Northam.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: Everybody in the

country is not a farmer; and, indirectly,
all farm produce that goes from the coun-
try to industry-whatever it might be--has
to be carried by the railways.

I have already stated that the whole of
the revenue earned by the railways comes
from the country areas, because the met-
ropolitan area does not use the railways
for freight purposes. That proves where
the money comes from. I suggest this
interest charge be lifted and carried by
the State so that the railways can settle
down to business in a satisfactory manner.

Mr. Lapham: Would not that be
socialistic?

The SPEAKER: Order!I
Mr. W. A. MANNING: I am not con-

cerned with socialism. After all, the rail-
ways are a socialistic institution. The fact
that it is a State concern does not make
any difference to me. I feel the commis-
sioner and the Minister for Railways
could then be expected to run an
efficient service. If this were the case,
transport costs would be met and goods
could be carried at a price which would
attract business without forcing customers
to use the railways. This makes economic
sense.

Mr. Mclver: They do that now.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: If the honourable

member has better ideas, I Would be glad
to hear them. We are concerned with
economics no matter what the industry;
and, what I have said with regard to
the economics of the railway system
applies to the great southern. The situa-
tion is about as awkward as it could pos-
sibly be. The railway runs like an in-
verted "S". The route from the*
Kwinana area to the great southern
will have an effect on the cartage of
goods from the steel industry, as well as
on the cartage of fertilisers and grain.

To get to the great southern from
Kwinana, it is necessary to go north-east
and then south. If we bring the branch
lines into it, then we turn east and go
north again. It is like an inverted "SI,.
This means that goods have to be trans-
ported over many more miles than would
be the case by road, so something will
have to be done about the situation.

I notice there is likely to be a bauxite
mining industry somewhere near Dwell-
ingup and I hope thfe Minister will look
at the situation When it does arise to see
that rail transport is used as a starting
point to provide a sensible delivery route
from Ewinana to the whole of the great
southern. The present situation means
that certain goods have to be carted nearly
twice as far as they would if road trans-
port were used; but that is not permitted.

This is something that will have to be
looked into as this mining industry comes
into existence.

The basis of the approach in regard to
wheat is that it is carried in bulk quanti-
ties over long distances. The essence of
the success of the railways should be the
carriage of heavy loads over long distances
and these loads could be fed to the rail-
ways either by road or rail. I am not
concerned about the method used. It is
the long runs that enable the railways to
Provide a fast and economical service.

I would now like to refer to bus services.
How anybody manages to use them In the
country is beyond my understanding. The
services are so irregular that one needs a
timetable in order to know when a bus
will run. Some better system should be
instituted and feeder buses should be run
to some given point so that people will
know when a bus will be available for
them. At the present time no-one knows
on any day of the week when it will be
Possible to catch a bus, unless he has a
timetable.

Mr. Brady: People in the suburbs have
the same complaint.

Mr. W. A. MEANN]ING: They get a much
better service than the people in the
country.

Mr. Graham: Why not talk to your col-
league who sits beside you?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: He is listening. T
am putting this forward for the informa-
tion of the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion. There used to be a direct route from
Narrogin to Bunbury. However, the ser-
vice was extended and one had to go to
Wagin and then to Collie, and then one
had to get out of that bus and wait for
another to go to Bunbury. In the time
It took one to get to Bunbury, one could
have come to Perth and taken another
route. Ultimately people did not use the
service, because it was necessary for them
to go twice as far to reach a given point.

The route to Boddingion has always
been connected to the Albany Highway,
but the new service will go via Pinjarra-
and who would want to go to Pinjarra?
Instead of travelling seven or eight miles,
one has to travel 48 miles to Pinjarra!

Mr. Williams: The member for Murray
is looking at you.

Mr. W. A. MANNI4NG: This is the situa-
tion at the present time: and we cannot
expect People to travel around the
countryside as though they are on a
week's holiday, when all they desire is a
short trip.

I noticed the other day that the Presi-
dent of the W.A. Chamber of Manufac-
tures (Mr. Bunning) criticised a proposal
by the Department of Industrial Develop-
ment to Publish an index showing what
goods made in Western Australia are
available to the Public.
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This may not be what is required, but
I believe something is needed in Western
Australia to remind people of what they
can buy that is made in this State. BY
the sound of the article, perhaps the index
Is something to be used by those who buy
in large quantities, but what we need is
something for the ordinary individual who
buys from the shops in the various towns
of the State. What do they know of
Western Australian brands? How many
care for a start? I have asked quitk a
lot of people questions concerning Western
Australian products and very few know
what is made In this State.

The position is such that manufacturers
in this State are not keen to label their
goods, "Made in Western Australia"; they
would sooner use the words, "Made in
Australia" because some people think that
an imported article is much better than
a local product. It is a peculiar attitude
for people to adopt. I understand that
the Department of Industrial Development
is considering doing something in this re-
gard. I hope it will bring out some sort
of a schedule to show people the goods
they can buy that are made in this State,
because in many instances products made
in this State are better than similar ones
from the Eastern States.

I intend to give an instance to show
that something needs to be done. A
woman went to one of the large stores in
the city and asked to see some blankets.
She was shown several different brands
and then said. "Haven't you any other
brands?" The assistant said, "Yes, we have
Albany blankets, but you would not want
those." The woman then said, "That is
what I do want." This advice was prof-
fered by an assistant in one of our retail
stores in this city. Therefore, surely there
should be an education programme for
shop assistants in regard to the importance
of selling goods made in this State.

Mr. Graham: In everything you say you
are kicking the workers. It is always the
fault of the workers; they are either over-
paid, lazy, or something else.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition has a mighty
good imagination if that is what he thinks.
I have been advocating that people buy
goods manufactured by Western Australian
industries.

Mr. Graham: You are always kicking the
workers.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I san putting In
a good word for local industnies.

Mr. Graham: A chap named Court
knocked local industries on the head
shortly after he became Minister.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I cannot overlook
the fact that the Department of Indus-
trial Development is encouraging small in-

dustry in the country districts of this
State, but its efforts are being frustrated
because of the lack of housing.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: There is more
local industry now than ever before.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: It is no good hav-
ing industry unless the people can live
in the country districts. I hope the Minis-
ter for Housing will be able to provide a
better programme of housing for country
areas. I cannot get houses out of him. I
was offered five houses and I have 70 or
80 applicants.

I will give an instance of what happens.
A Dutch couple was living in Narrogin,
and the man had a job in a local industry,
where he was needed. His wife was ex-
pecting a child within two or three weeks.
I tried to get a house for the couple, but
they had to live in a caravan. The tem-
peratures in the area had been down to
320 and 33' and the caravan life was more
than the woman could stand. When it was
time for the wife's confinement the man
found a Job in Sunbury and shifted to that
centre. He was able to get a house at a
moment's notice.

The result of that case is that the name
of the man comes off the Housing Com-
mission list, and the Housing Commission
claims that it has one less applicant from
Narrogin. I believe that houses are avail-
able left, right, and centre at Bunbury.

Mr. O'Connor: How long was the man
waiting for a house?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I do not think
the wait was for very long; it was only a
matter of months.

Mr. Bertram: What are You complaining
about?

Mr. W. A. MANNING: I would like to
point out that in New South Wales the
Department of Decentralisation, because
of the lack of housing available for workers
in industry in the country, has designed a
plan for building houses. I think we have
to give some consideration to taking this
matter out of the hands of the State
Housing Commission and giving it to some-
body who is interested in industrial
development.

I would like to say a few words on re-
gional development. As Churchill once
said, we build our buildings, we shape our
buildings, and then our buildings shape
us. I think that is true of the metropoli-
tan area at the present time. There is a
shortage of land and individual homes so
multi-storied buildings are erected which
are not real homes. They have no playing
space for children. Yet, buildings are de-
molished so that freeways can be built.
Then people have to drive several miles
to work and waste time commuting to the
city. All this could be avoided if we had
a reasonable regional development plan
in this State.
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I am sorry the Minister for Industrial
Development is not here at the moment.
On the 23rd October, 1968, 1 asked the
following question:-

In view of the fact that the De-
partment of Industrial Development
is concerned with the decentralisa-
tion of industry, why are the regional
developmental committees attachedl
to the Premier's Department9

The answer was-
The whole question of regional and

local committees is currently under
review.

There is a bit more to that answer which
I will not read at this stage. I hope that
review is reaching some sort of conch,-
Sion and climax.

A few days ago the member for Mt.
Hawthorn made a speech on the harmful
effects of cigarette smoking.

Mr. Bertram: A lecture.

Mr. W. A. MANNING: Yes, a lecture. He
gave us quite a lot of information, and
said that cigarette smoking was one of the
most important problems of today. I do
not agree that it is one of the most im-
portant problems of today, because, after
all, if a person smokes, the only one he
does harm to is himself. He might kill
himself, but that is his own business as
far as; I am concerned.

I suggest that there is a worse problem:
the problem of drugs which, of course, i n-
cludes alcohol. The reason this problem
is worse than cigarette smoking is that
drugs affect others besides those who use
them.

I -am not so concerned with a problem
which affects the doer only. The prob-
lems which affect others, I think, are the
problems of the State. I would like to
remind members that every three hours
someone in Australia dies in an accident.
and every six minutes someone is maimed
or mutilated. These accidents are occur-
ring all the time. The hospitals are full
largely because of the accidents on the
toads.

Our gaols are full and we have to ex-
pand them. Offences are being dealt with
by the courts, and penalties are being
imposed every day. Sex offences are com-
mitted daily, and the Chief Justice of
New South Wales recently stated that
more adequate sex education is the an-
swer and that a proper upbringing is re-
quired in the home.

We have rehabilitation centres, homes
for deprived children, prisoners' aid
centres, welfare centres, and all sorts of
other centres. I suggest that all those
organisations have some sort of record of
the people with whom they are concerned.
The courts have records and the Child
Welfare Department has some records.

If we could devise a system whereby
all the details were secured from the
people admitted to those institutions,
whether it was for a traffic offence or for
another offence, and a record were made
of their Past associations and the inci-
dents which had occurred in their lives
which had brought them to the posi-
tion where they had to enter an institu-
tion, we might be able to find a solution
to the Problem. We already have some
of the records.

Could we not have a. co-ordinated body
to computerise all those records? In. these
days of computers it would not be im-
possible to keep the records. By a perusal
of the records, we might be able to find
out if there is some pattern which brings
people to the courts, and which necessi-
tates children being put under the care
of the Child Welfare Department and into
institutions.

We are passing laws, and penalties are
being imposed for breaches of those laws.
However, this does not cure the situation.
offenders are tending to fear the State
in which they live. They do not commit
the offence again, but this is not the an-
swer. I feel that we need to co-ordinate
the records we already have and enlarge
them with further details, which can be
computerised and be of some use.

A report was recently made available
by the Royal Commissioner who inquired
into Wool Exporters Pty. Ltd. and associ-
ated companies. I will not try to deal with
the wvhole of this report, but I do want
to deal with the situation regarding the
bank. The Royal Commissioner was unable
to make any recommendation in this
regard, because the bank did not co-
operate. That is a dreadful situation for
anyone to be placed in.

Mr. Bertram: Hear, hear!

Mr. W. A. MANNING: The trouble
started when J. D. Somervaille became
assistant manager of the Commercial
Banking Company of Sydney. I will use
the name of the bank in full because
there is another Commercial Bank,
which has no association with it, and it
would be wrong to condemn that bank.

Somervaille learnt something of the
trading activities of W. J. Hewett & Co.
and he found that those activities involved
the use of overseas exchange. The com-
missioner's report reads as follows:-

.. which I am told is a very attrac-
tive and Profitable area from a
banker's point of view, so making a
trader who generates such business
a very desirable customer.

The commissioner then referred to the
companies which were associated with
Hewett, and each company banked with
the Commercial Banking Company of
Sydney. The bank was advancing money
to each company on an unsecured basis
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as it was anxious to get their business
because of the overseas exchange involved
in the trading in wool.

At Page 72 of the report we find that
seven officers of the bank were subpoenaed
to attend before the Royal Commissioner.
Conduct money and aircraft tickets were
handed to those officers, and the bank was
also subpoenaed to produce documents
held by it in Sydney. This is what the
commissioner was advised by counsel for
the bank-

.. ,. the bank has issued an instruc-
tion, passed by its board of directors,
directing that no officer of the bank
who is outside Western Australia
shall attend these proceedings, nor
that the bank will produce any docu-
ments which are outside Western
Australia.

This is surely an affront.
Mr. Brady: The banks are a Pretty

tough crowd.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: This is an affront

not only to the Governor of Western
Australia, but also to all the citizens of
Western Australia, and I will not bear
this sort of thing if I can possibly do
anything about it. I think it is entirely
wrong.

There is another point. Mr. Wilson, who
was the manager of the Perth office of the
Commercial Banking Company of Sydney
at a later date, set down certain standards
to test the soundness of the balance sheet.
This is what the Royal Commissioner said
about that on page 76-

. . if one applies Wilson's own test
of balance sheet soundness to it it
shows the company to, be anything but
sound. And Wilson knew that the
balance sheet had not been audited.

On 11th July 1966 and twice on
13th July 1966 Wilson gave opinions
substantially in common form as
f ollows:

"Well managed company whose
directors are capable and reliable.
considered safe for engagements
generally

And this opinion in substance was
repeated on a number of occasions
between 13th July and 25th October.

Then there is another one on page 77, and
this is a bobby-dazzler. The commissioner
said-

What I have written concerning
Wilson's opinions can be left to
speak for itself. In my judgment all
the opinions given from the month
of September or thereabouts onwards
were at best reckless. The opinion
of the 7th and of the 9th December
was each dishonest. No reasonable
man could in the circumstances in
which Wilson was placed and pos-
sessed of the knowledge held by him
hold such an opinion. And the
opinions were acted upon. They

operated to sustain the credit of
the company and to influence farmers
in continuing to deliver wool to the
company. That wool was not paid
for and in this way the extent of the
failure was increased.

That shows what the Royal Commissioner
thought of the actions of the bank from
the evidence he was able to gather from
the papers which were available to him
in Western Australia, and from the officers
of the bank in this State. I feel this
should not be the end of the story. I
think we should not let the bank get away
like that. It is still trading in this State-
or attempting to trade-and I hope it does
not get much business. When a bank
comes to this State and does this sort of
thing to the citizens here, I think the
matter should be followed up and not let
lie.

The Royal Commissioner said as much
as he Possibly could, because he could
not get evidence from the bank. It re-
fused to allow him to get it, This in-
dicates to me that the bank knew that
the evidence would be against it, and so it
refused. I would like to see something
done about this miatter. I have put for-
ward the situation as I see it, and perhaps
it can be overcome, However, I feel the
Government should have a look at the
Problem to see whether something can be
clone.

The Royal Commissioner did make cer-
tain recommendations in regard to the
Prevention of a similar position arising in
the future. I see no object in presenting
those recommendations to the House at
this stage, because the report is available
to members. Perhaps some amendments
to the Companies Act might be made to
protect the woolgrowers and the growers
of other commodities. However, it is the
Woolgrowers we are mostly concerned with,
because of the way in which wool is
bought and sold, and some protection is
needed for them.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr. W. A. ?&AflINlG: That will be just
about right, Mr. Speaker. The last point
I wish to mention concerns the preserva-
tion of fauna and flora. I am sorry the
Minister for Lands is not in the House
at the moment. I have brought up this
matter on several occasions, and it con-
cerns the Dryandra State Forest in the
Narrogin. area. This is a, mallet forest,
and mallet bark is not such a valuable
proposition as it used to be. However, the
fauna which inhabits the area is very
important, and the Forests Department
has shifted some of its employees from
the settlement there.

There are many amenities, including a
ball, at this settlement, and it seems that
something should be done to convert the
area into a fauna reserve. Many thousands
of acres are involved in this reserve and
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there are some unique Western Australian
animals inhabiting it. An inquiry was
conducted recently, and even a film was
prepared, showing the numnbats which
exist there. These creatures should
be preserved and the area should be
made a tourist attraction, using the
buildings which are already there. The
reserve could also be used as a camping
site for organisations such as the boy
scouts and the girl guides. So we already
have the nucleus of an area which could
be used both as a tourist resort and a
campsite for the organisationa I have men-
tioned. A residence has to be maintained
for fire protection and to Care for the
amenities.

1 make the suggestion, and I hope that
due consideration will be given to it, that
this is one of the largest reserves of its
type in the State and I think that imme-
diate consideration should be given to
transferring it from the Forests Depart-
ment to the Department of Fisheries and
Fauna to enable more advantageous de-
velopment.

MR. MAY (Clan tart) (3.27 p.m.]: The
Address-in-Reply debate normally affords
members an opportunity to project matters
within their areas, and also to talk in
relation to the Governor's Speech. How-
ever, before referring to certain matters
in my electorate, I cannot let the oppor-
tunity pass without having a few words
to say in connection with some matters
raised by the previous speaker. I refer
especially to the remarks he made about
the Railways Department.

We were told by the Minister for Works
during a speech some time ago that mem-
bers of this House should go along and
have a talk with officers in the various
departments to find out what is going on.
I earnestly suggest to the member for
Narrogin that he go down to the Railways
Department to find out how the various
rates are framed in relation to railway
freights in Western Australia. if he does
so, he will find that railway freights are
framed in a. telescopic manner to assist
those who send freight over long distances
rather than short distances. This means
that it is comparatively more expensive to
freight goods for short distances than it
is for longer distances.

Mr. W. A. Manning: I know all about
that.

Mr. MAY: That is how it is done, and
the Railways Department endeavours at
all times to assist the primary producer
and the person on the land. I feel it
should be given some recognition for this.
I amn in agreement with the honourable
member that the increasing of rail freights
will not solve the problem. We have to
be able to present a service to the public,
and we have to be able to ensure that it
is a competitive service. In many cases

the department is not being given thi
opportunity to compete with road transV-
port.

I would mention in passing that severa
years ago-it is about a decade now-]
had the opportunity to travel arounc
the country areas, as a public relationi
officer with the Railways Department, foi
the express purpose of talking to the farm-
ers and going on to the land to find oul
what Problems the farmers had in rela-
tion to the railways in their particulai
district. The farmers did have problems
and the department was prepared to tn,
to resolve those problems,

One of the problems was the conditior
of the stock races and sheds at the loca:
stations, and the department tried to rec-
tify these matters. Another-a big prob-
lem-was the fact that farmers in some
instances came to Perth with a small load
of primary produce for the sole Purpose
of backloading with material of hig?
value for the farm. There were cases ir
which the tanners brought down a couple
of hundredweight of goods and then back-
loaded with eight tons of fuel. I am nol
going to say that this is still going on, bul
it was going on. about eight years ago
They took this fuel back to the farm and
distributed some -to the next door neigh-
bour and so much more to somebody else
However, the annoying part about it i
that those farmers then took the empt5
drums to the railways to be carted back al
the empty return concession. And th(
railways carted these back. One may ask!
why was this matter not policed?

Mr. Lewis:, This happened in very fevc
eases.

Mr. MAY: That is so. but it is the
finances of the Railways Department thai
suffered as a result. Every endeavour wa.,
made to police the practice, but the empt3
drums were generally left at unattende6
sidings and the guards would cart their
back. This is the sort of thing that hag
been going on and it has been makinE
inroads into the railway revenue, quite
apart from the impact that has been mad(
on this revenue by Private road hauliers

Some time ago arrangements were mad(
with the W.A. Transport Board to havw
an officer of the Railways Department all
in at any meetings of the board. The
intention was that if any applications Tot
Permits came forward, the railway officet
was to be given the opportunity to tell
the board whether the Railways Depart-
ment was in a. position to carry thE
particular goods, to what extent they could
be carried, and how much it would cost
apart from which he advised on the avail-
Ability of transport and whether it would
be better to send the goods by road trans-
port or by rail.

I believe this practice has been discon.
tinued, to the detriment of the railways,
I think the Minister should have a look;
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at this to see what is going on, because
at the present time the railway revenue
is definitely decreasing. If this trend
continues we will be in a spot later this
Year. Quite apart from this aspect, the
railways will not have as much wheat to
cart and this will accentuate the deficit.

The reason I interjected while the
member for Narrogin was speaking was
that when we get the annual report of the
railways we will find that the railway
finances are in a very poor state. No doubt
it will be said that this is due in no small
measure to the lack of wheat that is avail-
able for transport, but the fact remains
that the finances of the railways are in
a very sorry plight indeed.

The railway employees are doing all they
can to assist in alleviating the position but
some definite action will have to be taken
if things are to improve. I can well re-
member that after the war the Railways
Department was used as a point of employ-
ment. When the men came back from
the war and could not get jobs the Goy-
er-nment provided them with jobs in the
railways in order to help them rehabi-
litate themselves and look after their
families.

Later, however, it was discovered that
the Railways Department was not func-
tioning as well as it should and an
economic committee was appointed to look
into the cause of this. Several years later,
however, the Railways Department got
back onto a pretty good footing and it
earned for itself a very good name both
in its service to the public, generally, and
to the primary producers in the country.

One of the great bugbears of the Rail-
ways Department is the 150 miles of
bitumen road with which it has to contend.
It is for the Minister for Railways to do
everything possible in an endeavour to
come to some arrangement with the W.A.
Transport Board so that an officer of the
Railways Department can sit in at the
meetings of the Transport Board and
advise on matters concerning the trans-
Port of goods by either rail or road. It would
be as well to reintroduce the previous
system that existed.

I have no doubt that the finances of the
Railways Department could be improved
considerably if we permitted our Com-
missioner of Railways and our Deputy
Commissioner of Railways, who are both
West Australians, to carry out the policies
they would like to carry out. it Is difficult
to maintain the passenger service as an
economic service, because it has to
compete all the time with road transport.
There is no doubt, however, that the rail-
ways provide a very good service and I
think the officers of the department only
need to be told by us in Parliament that
we will do all we can to back them for them
to give of their best. I intend to speak
further on railway matters during the
debate on the Estimates.

Last week a member on the other side
of the House referred to the attacks made
by the Opposition against the Ministers
of the Crown as surreptitious attacks. I
always thought the meaning of "surrepti-
tious" was secretive, stealthy, or something
like that. No matter what else might be
said of the remarks made by the members
of the Opposition, I am sure it will be
agreed that there is nothing surreptitious
about any attacks they might make during
those remarks. I should say the opposite
would be the ease; they would be most
pronounced and obvious; they certainly
would not be surreptitious.

There is no doubt the person who made
the remark had his tongue in his cheek
when he did so. If any members are to
be accused of making smrreptitious re-
marks during the course of the debate,
it should be the back-benchers on the
Government side.

While I am on the subject of words, I
notice that the word "progress" has been
used quite extensively in recent debates.
Every time reference is made to a prob-
lem concerning housing, education, land,
or social welfare, we are told it is the
result of progress; that it is all part of
the progress the State is making.

My understanding of the word "prog-ress"
is that it means an onward movement:
something which aims at reform. I think
it is time the Government realised that if
this State is to progress, every function
of government must be directed toward
that end. This is not being done at the
moment.

I san sure we could look forward to some
measure of progress if we adjusted our
Priorities correctly in other directions. I do
not believe that people live in an affluent
society when they are up to their necks
in hire-purchase transactions. I would
consider myself affluent if I had money
in the bank which enabled me to live a
normal life. It is a complete misnomer
to say that the State is affluent at the
moment, and this should be corrected
immediately.

The Government should alter its theme
of pie-in-the-sky and refer to it as one
of do-or-die. The Government should
realise its obligations and give some
thought to Lthe small people, those in the
low-income groups who are not part of
the great Progress which we hear about
in Western Australia today.

There is a family in my area living in
a home which was originally a State Hous-
ing Commission home. It was evidently
sold by the person who purchased it from
the State Housing Commission and the
couple, who arc now on the waiting list
for a home, are paying $20 a week for this
accommodation, which originally belonged
to the State Housing Commission.
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I am trying to make the point that it
is about time something was done to place
an embargo on homes which are pur-
chased from the State Housing Commnis-
sion, to prevent their being disposed of
within a particular period of time.

The man of the family in question is
receiving $46 a week. He works as a bread-
carter from 2 am. to about 8.30 a.m.
Out of the $46 he receives, he has to Pay
$20 as rent, while other items cost him
about $15 or $16. As a result, he finishes
the week with $10 in his pocket. Out of
this $10 he must look after his family and
buy food and clothes.

I must add here that I am not in any
way pointing a finger at the Housing Com-
mission in this regard. I am merely say-
ing that this Sort Of thing is going on
today, and in spite of this we are told
that we are living in an affluent State.

This type of person generally has no
particular qualifications, and it is almost
impossible for this man to feed and clothe
a family on $10 a week. I am sure it will
be appreciated that quite a number of
people among the proletariat do not be-
long to this affluent society about which
we hear so much.

Another matter I wish to deal with con-
cerns the freeway, or that part of it be-
tween the Narrows Bridge and the inter-
section with Canning Highway at Canning
Bridge. I am glad the Minister is in the
House because I want to point out several
matters which have come to my notice
over the past few years in regard to the
freeway. In 1966 or 1967. when I was
no longer in Parliament, I wrote to the
Main Roads Department regarding the
congestion being occasioned on the South
Perth side of the Narrows Bridge where
the traffic comes from underneath the
bridge and joins the ramp on the actual
freeway itself.

I suggested to the Minister, or to the
Main Roads Department, that some method
should be evolved at this junction Point
to divert the morning traffic into one lane
because at the point of entry to the
freeway it is possible to have only one
line of traffic. At that time the traffic
coming underneath the bridge, from the
South Perth side, was in two lanes but
there was only one lane, or a lane of one
car width, at the point where that traffic
moved onto the freeway. This caused a
terrific amount of congestion in the morn-
ings. My proposal, which I put to the
department, was that a notice should De
displayed on the approaches to the Narrows
Bridge to indicate that the traffic should
start to get into one lane so that vehicles
could join the freeway traffic and Pro-
ceed across the bridge to the city.

I received a reply from the Main Roads
Department telling me that the suggestion
was not a practical one and as there were
lights three miles away at the intersection

of the freeway and Canning Highway
this Would sort the traffic out and the
matter Would resolve itself. The depart-
ment suggested that the trouble was
caused by impatient drivers who were not
conforming to the regulations.

With you indulgence, Mr. Speaker, I
would like to refer to an article which
appeared in the Press on the 9th July, 1969.
It reads as follows--

The immediate Problem at the bridge
is in educating drivers approaching
from South Perth, according to a
spokesman of the department. They
have to form one lane to approach
the bridge.

At the moment they are tending to
overload the loop and are trying to
force their wvay on to the bridge in
two lanes, instead of one.

FORCING IN
They are trying to jam the nose of

the car into the freeway stream of
traffic entering the bridge, instead of
weaving in further along. The total
length of the bridge is regarded as a
weaving section for drivers to change
lanes.

That is exactly what I told the Main Roads
Department as far back as 1966.

I said that the congestion would increase
and at that time the Press confirmed my
opinion. As I have already said, the reply
I received from the department was to the
effect that the lights which were three
miles away Would automatically stop the
traffic at certain times and thus allow
the traffic from South Perth to get onto
the freeway. unfortunately, that did not
occur.

Mr. O'Neil: They have tightened up on
the access.

Mr. MAY: If the Minister will allow me
to continue, I was going to follow up that
Point. Recently signs have been displayed
on both sides of the underpass but they
are only 10 or 80 yards from the actual
point of entry into the freeway traffic at
the bridge. The time when the drivers of
cars, trucks, or buses, should start to get
Into one lane is further back than that;
because when one sees the signs the traffic
is still in two lanes and 70 or 80 yards
is not sufficient distance for the two lanes
of traffic to become one. If the signs were
erected further away from the point of
entry we would find that the cars would
start to weave into one lane much earlier
and there would be no holdup at the point
of entry with the freeway.

I made a suggestion to the department
on the 21st July. My letter reads as fol.
lows:-

Some time ago I had occats~on to
write to Your Department in connec-
tion with the traffic congestion which
occurs each morning at the Narrows
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Bridge resulting from South Perth
motorists forcing their way into the
line of traffic right at the bridge.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.5 p.mn.
Mr. MAY; Prior to the afternoon tea

suspension I was endeavouring to indi-
cate to the House the problems which
exist on the freeway in South Perth. I
was quoting from a letter written to the
Secretary of the Main Roads Depart-
ment on the 21st July. The letter con-
tinues-

Although nothing transpired in this
matter until recently when several
"form one lane" signs were exhibited,
the problem is still being experienced
and, in my own personal opinion, in-
creasing considerably.

Whilst I appreciate this problem will
not be entirely resolved until comple-
tion of a ramp entry to the freeway
from an overpass, or bridge, at Judd
Street I do feel that the present loca-
tion of the "form one lane" signs are
not being exhibited to the best pos-
sible advantage. They are far too
close to the bridge and motorists have
already reached the congestion area
before sighting the signs, even allow-
ing for the fact that they see them
every day.

Could I respectfully suggest that a
large "form one lane" sign be
exhibited on the bridge where it could
be plainly seen by motorists approach-
ing from South Perth under the bridge.
There is an ideal space on the bridge
for such a sign and this would permit
motorists ample time to form into a
single traffic lane some distance back
from the bridge ramp. I feel sure
the Police Department would cooperate
in the initial stages with a view to
traffic education.

I mention this sign on the bridge because
members will recall that in Murray Street,
just down from Parliament House. and
heading towards the city, there is a very
large sign as one approaches Murray Street
where it passes under the overway. This
sign indicates that one road goes to the
Narrows Bridge, while the other road is
Murray Street. It is quite an attractive
sign and does not detract from the aesthe-
tics of the area and such a sign would not
detract from the aesthetics in South Perth.
It would give motorists ample opportunity
to form their cars into one lane prior to
Teaching the actual point of congestion.

Recently patrolmen were stationed on
the bridge when the "Form One Lane"
signs were first erected. They were back
towards the bridge, where I suggested the
cars should first be formed into one lane.
On the mornings the patrolmen were on
duty there was very little, if any, conges-
tion on the bridge. I feel as a result of
these few directions on the South Perth
side there is a definite improvement, but
I would like the Minister to give some
thought to the suggestion I have made.

I received a letter back from the de-
partment. It is very vague, and it reads
as follows:-

I refer to your letter of the 21st
July, concerning traffic congestion on
the Narrows Bridge and advise that
we do not appear to have received your
Previous communication.

The Department is at present co-
op~erating with the Police Department
with a view to improving the opera-
tion of this ramp.

The fact is that the matter was aired in
the Press following my suggestion, so this
Would indicate that the department did
receive my original letter.

I would now like to deal with the other
end of the freeway, because this is an
area about which something will have to
be done very soon to ease the situation.

I have on other occasions in this House
dealt with the congestion at this point.
The situation is that three lanes of traffic
coming from Fremantle over Canning
Bridge and towards Perth must all of a
sudden form themselves into two lanes.
The congestion, Particularly at peak periods
in the mornings and late afternoons,
is considerable. I have written many letters
to the Main Roads Department and re-
ceived replies indicating that it was not
the intention to do anything at the moment
because this area was all tied up with an
interchange which was to be established at
some future date. However, I do not be-
lieve there is any reason why the freeway
should not continue over Canning Bridge
and out towards Manning.

The Minister may recall that I discussed
this matter with him some time ago when
he himself indicated that he could not
see anything wrong with my suggestion,
and he said he would refer it to the Main
Roads Department. Obviously the Main
Roads Department has not approved of
this extension, but I still feel it should be
carried out. I say this, because it may be
many years before the freeway is extended
south of Canning Bridge. I am going to
develop this theme further shortly because
I would like some information regarding
it. Unfortunately I have been unable to
ascertain this information by wvay of letters,
Public meetings, or other media. I sin-
cerely hope the Minister will be able to
let me know at some future date exactly
what is envisaged for this area.

In March or April of this year the Minis-
ter met a deputation from the Melville
Shire and various other Prominent people.
At that time the Minister mentioned that
the freeway extension Planning was to
commence properly in three or four
months' time. This was the Preliminary
Planning of the extensions of the Kwinana
Freeway.
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members may recall that in the last few
days I asked the Minister whether any
planning had been commnenced in connec-
tion with the extension of the freeway and
the answer I received was, "No." Those
in the area want to know what is going
on. A public meeting was held and over
100 interested people attended including
members of Parliament. Letters were
written to the Main Roads Department
and the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority, inviting representatives to
attend the meeting to give some informa-
tion on the plans for the future. A gentle-
man from the Main Roads Department
attended, and although we delayed the
commnencement of the meeting for approsi -
mately 20 to 30 minutes, the otber de-
partmental officers for whom we were
waiting failed to arrive. When I rang the
following day I was told that they had
forgotten about it. Obviously something
is wrong with departmental officers who
forget to turn up at a public meeting.
Members can appreciate the interest in
this project when over 100 people elect to
attend a meeting.

If members study the metropolitan
region town planning scheme they will
see that the extension of the freeway was
to cross the river at Deepwater Point.
This was the original proposal. The ex-
tension was to go from approximately the
Mt. Henry Home across to Deepwater
Point on the Mt. Pleasant side of the
Canning River. This Is also currently
contained in the metropolitan region town
planning scheme, but an amendment to
the scheme will be required, through Par-
liament. if this proposed alteration is to
take place.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Will you support
that alteration?

Mr. MAY: I would like to say that at
the present time with the information I
have available to me, I do not support the
extension of the freeway past Mt. Henry
Nome and then over the river- The reason
for this is that some time ago interested
people in the Manning-South Comno-St.
Lucia-Mt. Henry area wrote to the Minis-
ter for Works. Incidentally, this was in
1961 and I will quote the figures in nound,
because they are the ones contained in the
letter. The reply from the Minister is
dated the 9th January. 1961, and It reads-

I refer to your letter of 10th Decem-
ber in which you express concern re-
garding a press report that the pro.-
posed route of the Kwinana Freeway
might be amended.

In reply I wish to advise that a de-
cision regarding the route of such an
Important public utility is only made
after all technical aspects related to
construction have been investigated
and the economics of alternative pro-
posals examined.

I would like members to listen very care-
fully to the next part of the letter because
I believe it is most important. :It reads--

Engineers estimate that a bridge
built on the Point Henry site would
cost £200,000 more than one at Deep-
water Point, Furthermore, the Point
Henry route would be 260 feet longer
than that at Deepwater Point, and,
when related to anticipated ultimate
traffic flows, this represents an annual
cost to road users of over £52,000.

It will therefore be seen that the
Deepwater Point proposal is financially
more attractive, and very sound and
convincing arguments in favour of the
Point Henry route will require to be
advanced in order to outweigh this
attraction.

The sumn of £200,000 represents a fair
amount of money, and, of course, it repre-
sented a fair amount In 1961.

The Minister asked me whether I was
in favour of the extension at Mt. Henry or
over at Deepwater Point. The informna-
tion I have read to the H-ouse is all that Is
available. We cannot get Information from
anywhere else. In fact, we even asked the
Main Roads Department and the Metro-
politan Region Planning Authority to send
representatives to the meeting, but they
did not turn up. Consequently, we have no
way of finding out further information. All
that we can do to gather information is
to endeavour to find out from organisa-
tions and people in the area if any informa-
tion regarding the proposal has been passed
to them.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Three or four
possible routes were shown on this in tho
Press. In more recent times it has become
obvious that the amount of resumption on
the Deepwater Point route would be far
greater than on the other route.

Mr. MAY: This Is not borne out. We
have endeavoured to ascertain the amount
of reclamation, the amount of resumption,
the number of lanes, and the width of tile
proposed freeway. This is all the informa-
tion we have endeavoured to ascertain, but
we have not been able to gct any informa-
tion on it at all.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I just tell you that
there would be more resumptions.

Mr. MAY: That may be right, but we
want to know the extent of them.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You can see for
yourself from the lines that are on the
map.

Mn. MAY: One cannot tell from lines
on maps. Certainly one cannot assess the
cost of resumption from maps.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: The course is
not known, but the general direction is.

Mr. MAY: A deputation was made to
the Minister in March of this year and the
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-City of Melville prepared notes in con-
nection with that deputation. The opening
paragraph reads--

The Metropolitan Regional Planning
Authority, the Main Roads Depart-
ment, the Councils of South Perth and
Melville have all agreed upon the loca-
tion and alignment of the road
approaches and the bridge over the
Canning River at Mt. Henry.

,Consequently, five authorities signified that
they had agreed to this proposal, and yet
'we have not had any indication of the
cost which will be involved in the extension
of this freeway. Surely if the Minister
wishes to satisfy, and allay, the apprehen-
Lions of the people in the area, he should
give some idea of what the costs will be.
Back in 1961 we were told it would be
£200,000 more. Surely some assessment
must have been made between 1961 and
the present time of what the alternative
proposition will cost.

Previously I mentioned the public meet-
ing which was held. The people said, "We
are not antagonistic. It is not a protest
meeting. Will the people involved give us
an idea of the costs and where the free-
way is going to go, because we do not
know? This is all we are asking."

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: As I have said,
It was not known, It would be foolish for
the department to make a stab and give
some figures. This would only expose it
to criticism from fellows like yourself.

Mr. MAY: The obvious way of allaying
their fears would be to send a man to the
meeting to explain the situation.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: This should be
understood.

Mr. Tonkin: Will the department ever
know what it will cost?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Yes.
M,-r. Tonkin: When?
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: When the plans

are prepared to a greater extent than
they ore ait the present time.

Mr. MAY: In March of this year it was
stated that the plans would be prepared
in the next three to five months. A few
days ago I asked a question in the House
and the answer given was that the plans
have not been started.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: This is prelimin-
ary planning. The member for Clontarf
read it out himself. Do not spoil what is a
reasonably good speech.

Mr. MAY: As I have said, we have been
endeavouring to obtain information from
the Main Roads Department. if the Min-
ister will assure me that these particulars
will be forthcoming, I can carry this
information back to the committee con-
cerned and let it know that the Minister
will be writing to the committee to give
the costs of each proposal so that the
committee can have another look at the
situation.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You can be Min-
ister for Main Roads in the next Govern-
ment from that side of the House, and
you can then push it forward.

Mr. MAY: I sincerely hope that even-
tuates.

Mr. Dunn: The freeway is not going to
be that long, is it?

Mr. MAY: I would like to deal with
another matter. However, before I leave
the extension of the freeway, I wonder if
the Minister for Housing who, in 1961 was
the member for Canning, recalls writing a
letter, dated the 17th February of that
year, to the Minister for Works. The then
member for Canning was adamant that
the bridge should cross at Deepwater Point
and he could not see any reason why it
should not cross there, He said-

In order that I might become better
informed in the matter, would you
kindly supply me with copies of pro-
posed plans for the second and further
developmental stages of the Swinana
Freeway project, as it affects the area
under discussion?

This is what the present Minister for
Housing, who was then the member for
Canning, asked in 1961. How do we, on
this side of the House, go about getting
information when the present Minister for
Housing himself could not get it in 1961?

This leads me to the point of saying
that some serious consideration should be
given to the extension of the freeway over
Canning Highway; because it is quite
obvious from the information I have
presented to the House today that it
will be many years before the proposed
extension takes place south of Canning
Bridge. I ask the minister to give this
matter earnest consideration. We would
like the freeway extended so that people
south of Manning, and out in Cannington,
Gosnells, Kenwick, and those areas, may
have direct access to the Kwlnana Free-
way from Manning Road. I am quite sure
there is no grea departmental problem
which could not be overcome.

Before the suspension I referred to the
housing situation of a couple in my elec-
torate, and, I would like again to mention
some of the housing problems in Clon tarI.

I am hoping many of these will be re-
solved with the completion of the high-
density housing project at Bentley. I con-
sider this is a step in the right direction,
and 1 sincerely hope that housing pro-
ject will be commenced very shortly. I1
did go past there a few days ago hoping
to see some activity, but, unfortunately,
apart from the roads that have been put
down by the Canning Shire there has
been no development. I realise, of course,
that tenders closed only recently, and
that the successful tenderer is obviously
having plans drawn at the present time.

Mr. O'Neil: it is necessary to put down
the roads in order to allow access to the
area.
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Mr. MAY: Yes. The roads have now
been constructed. I was getting a little
apprehensive, because In 1963 1 was in-
formed that the State Housing Commis-
sion would build houses in East Manning,
so it will be appreciated that a consider-
able time has elapsed from 1963 till 1989.
However, if this high-density housing pro-
ject is to be built it will have a great
effect on the housing situation in that
area, although, actually, it will cater for
only one year's applicants on the waiting
list,

Recently a questionnaire was issued
and circularised by the State Housing
Commission, and it amazes me that this
matter has not been raised before in the
Chamber, because I recall that the Minis-
ter at that time, following the return of
this questionnaire, stated that the Hous-
hag Commission would be in a position
to have a good look at the situation and
that probably the waiting list would be
considerably reduced. This was last year
when there were approximately 17,000
people on the waiting list, and yet this
year the number is in excess of 18,000.

Mr. O'Neil: It has been announced that
the questionnaire has resulted in our ascer-
taining that the number of applications is
about 10,000, of which about 3,000 are
regarded as being in urgent need.

Mr. MAY: Would the Minister have any
idea of the success or otherwise of the
questionnaire that was sent out to the
people who had applied to the State Hous-
tig Commission for accommodation?

Mr. O'Neil: Of 19,000 listed, about 6,000
have replied, and a follow-up is to be
made in regard to those who have not re-
sponded.

Mr. MAY: I had not seen anything con-
cerning the success or otherwise of the
questionnaire, but the Minister has now
given me the information that I sought.

I was rather interested in hearing the
member for Narrogin say that the Narro-
gin electorate was in a great plight because
of lack of housing, and that some people
had been waiting a couple of months to
get a house. in my opinion the member
for Narrogin is most fortunate that an
applicant for a house in his electorate has
to wait only a couple of months.

Mr. W. A. Manning: I think I said
that about 70 or 8U people were waiting
for homes.

Mr. MAY: I have a great many people
waiting for houses in my electorate, but
I would like to point out that they have
been waiting for about four years. I
know one famnily that has been living in
East Cannington. The house has been
condemned and is in a shocking state.
The man concerned was a Prisoner of war
on the Burma railway and he has con-
tinual attacks of asthma. He has three
or four children, and he has been told by
the commission that his turn has not yet
been reached. He received the usual let-
ter; that is, that his turn had not been

reached and if there was any change in
his address he was to advise the State
Housing Commission.

This family is still in the same house
and as a result I telephoned the Housing
Commission and said, "Surely to good-
ness you can't tell me that after four
years. this family's turn has not been
reached!" The reply I received was that
the contents of the letter were wrong;
that this family's turn had been reached,
but the commission could not provide any
accommodation for this man and his
family.

Apparently the real reason for this
family's turn not being reached is that it
is in need of a three or four-bedroomed
house and such a house is not available.

Mr. O'Neil: How many children are
there in this family?

Mr. MAY: Three or four, I think. In
fact, I have a letter in my possession from
the commission which indicates this fact
and I will let the Minister have a look at
it later in the evening. I told this man
that the commission had advised me that
there were no three or four-bedrooined
houses available and that if he heard of
any he was to let the commission know.
I therefore advised him to move around
the area. to ascertain if there were any
three or four-bedroomed houses available
and to let me know, Eventually he told
me that there were three such houses
available. One was available in a week,
another in about a fortnight, and a third
in about three weeks.

I then told the State Housing Commis-
- sion that a three or four-bedroomed house
would become available in a certain street
in Victoria Park in a couple of weeks, and
I asked the commission to give considera-
tion to this family being allocated this
house when it was vacated. The com-
mission advised me that this would be
quite all right provided there was no other
family that required emergent accommoda-
tion who had a priority over the family
I was representing.

How long can such a state of affairs
continue? I know that sometimes an ap-
plicant on the emergent list can be
allocated a house a long way ahead of
anyone on the waiting list who had lodged
an application with the commission in
1965. But surely those people who have
had applications with the commission
since 1965. who find a house that will
become vacant within two or three weeks,
and advise the commission of its location,
should be given some consideration!

On three occasions when I have advised
the Housing Commission that houses are
available in such circumstances. I have
been informed, "Sorry, it has been allocated
to someone else."

Mr. O'Neil: Although one cannot blame
a person for advising the commission that
there is a house vacant in such and such
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.a suburb, with a view to requesting the
commission that it be allocated to him, I
do not think this is very advisable.

Mr. MAY: I appreciate that, but the
trouble is that such people do not take
any notice of what we tell them. If we
tell them the truth about the housing
situation, they only accept what they want
to accept. It is pretty hard to explain to
People who have been on the waiting list
for four years that their turn has not been
reached.

Mr. O'Neil: I understand the problem
faced by the honourable member, but it
is still inadvisable to tell them that be-
cause a place has become vacant they will
be able to occupy it, because probably it
would be subject to being offered to other
people.

Mr. MAY: This house was not subject
to being offered to someone else. I told
the commission, "Will you place a note on
the file that a house will become vacant in
three weeks' time and give consideration
to its being allocated to this family?"

There are five or six such families in mry
electorate; that is, those who have been
waiting four years for a house. I am not
fully conversant with the policy of the
State Housing Commission in regard to
allocating houses that have become vacant,
such as those I have outlined. I know of
only one family that has been successful
in being granted a house in such circum-
stances. These people moved into a house
in South Perth. That is the only family,
in the last 12 months, I have been able to
house in the circumstances I have outlined.

Mr. O'Neil: You have had more than
one house allocated to Your electorate in
12 months.

Mr. MAY: I have had only one house i
12 months allocated by the commission in
circumstances such as I have just outlined
to the House.

Mr. O'Neil: I am talking about the com-
mission making available more than one
house in 12 months.

Mr. MAY: I feel something must be done
Quickly to clear up this long waiting list
of people who require houses. Most of the
cases are very genuine indeed. The man
to whom I have referred was a returned
soldier who had been a prisoner of war.
He is suffering quite a bit and I think that
his case should be given every considera-
tion.

It has not even been possible to get
these people onto the emergent list al-
though. as a rule, I have no difficulty in
having names placed on the emergent list
in such circumstances. I cannot under-
stand why I have not been able to have
this man's name Placed on the list.

One other matter to which I wish to
refer is the Mt. Henry Home. Not long
ago I asked the Minister whether he would

give consideration to providing additional
warmth for the people in the Mt. Henry
Home; and my main reason for bringing
the matter forward now is that while pro-
vision is made for community rooms in
which a certain amount of heating is
provided, the old people In question have
long distances to walk from the commun-
ity rooms to the dining rooms, to their
own rooms, or to any other room to which
they might wish to go.

For the most part these are elderly
people who move about with the help of
walking sticks and crutches, and it is
necessary for them to traverse consider-
able distances along very cold corridors.
As it is. quite a number of these elderly
people find that the cold has an adverse
effect on their health, and I have been
approached in this matter by an auxiliary
body which has been set up. and wvhich is
doing a very good job, to see whether it
is not possible to provide some additional
heating.

A suggestion was made that Klcenheat
gas could be used, but whether this would
be successful or not I do not know. The
Minister did indicate that the power load
in that area at the moment is far in ex-
cess of what should be carried. I do hope,
however, that some additional heating can
be provided for these people, -because they
certainly need it.

Most of the inmates at the Mt. Henry
Home are in the twilight of their lives and
they have been in residence for some time.
I feel that some consideration should be
given to the provision of additional heat-
ing, even if it means setting aside other
work.

I xvould now like to make some refer-
ence to Manning Road. Some years ago
$25,000 was set aside for the inmprovement
of Manning Road but the reason that no
repair work has been carried out is that
the three councils concerned have reached
an impasse.

Having made available the sumu of
$25,000 for this wiork, surely the Main
Roads Department can bring some pres-
sure to bear on the local authorities con-
cerned to ensure that the repair work to
Manning Road is carried out. It is cer-
tainly a very busy road which is used quite
extensively by children going to, and re-
turning from, school. The shoulders of the
road are in a shocking condition and need
immediate repair. Though the money for
the repair work was made available by the
Main Roads Department two or three years
ago, no effort has been made by the local
authorities to carry out any improvements
to the road. I would appreciate it very
much if the Minister could give some con-
sideration to this matter.

MR. RUSHTON (Dale) [4.34 p.m.]: It
is my pleasure to join with the member
for Mt. Marshall and others in expressing
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loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign
and in thanking His Excellency the Gov-
ernor for the Speech he delivered.

As Western Australians we note with
joy the elevation of His Excellency Sir
Paul Hasluck to the honoured position
of Governor-General, He is one of our
own sons and I am sure we are all de-
lighted with his appointment.

As we all know, in the next few weeks
we are to share the pleasure of a visit
from members of the Queen's family; the
Duke and Duchess of Kent will visit
Western Australia. I am sure we are all
looking forward to the return of Sir David
Brand, who is another of our honoured
sons. At this moment he is journeying
down our coast and we expect him to ar-
rive in Perth on Sunday. There is no
doubt that the honour bestowed on Sir
David was justly deserved. He has been
an outstanding leader and has done every-
thing that was asked of him. He has
lifted Western Australia from a State
which was backward to one which now
leads in development and forward think-
ing.

It is with great sorrow that we heard
of the passing of Sir Charles Latham.' He
was known to most of us and we have
very fond memories of him. He served
Western Australia well in many ways.

It is my intention this afternoon to
address myself to the matters mentioned
in His Excellency's Speech and to refer
to certain specific items which affect my
electorate.

My first reference will be to the prob-
lems of housing and land, which are of
particular interest and importance to us
all. The time allowed me does not permit
me to go into a great deal of detail, but I
will try to make a few practical sugges-
tions which may be of assistance to the
Government, or to others who might be
endeavouring to solve the twin problems
of housing and land.

I think I ought to say at the outset
that housing- and land comprise, perhaps,
the mnost important indutries in the State.
I daresay that more people are involved
in housing and land transactions than in
any other aspect of our economy. The
problems associated with housing and
land will certainly affect future genera-
tions.

I do feel that any plan to which we
might work to solve these problems should
be more flexible than it is at the moment;
we should move more towards setting guide
lines of transportation, environment, etc.,
rather than stick to a rigid plan which
does not permit of change as the need
arises. We should certainly give constant
thought to the adequate provision of land
for housing and it is the responsibility of
the Government constantly to review this
issue,

Our planners should be charged with
seeing that more than adequate land Is
made available in the various areas in
which people wish to live; they should not
be restricted to particular areas. This is
unacceptable.

There is no doubt that the Government
has made tremendous strides towards this
end, and one would have to be blind not
to admit that it has been successful to
this point of time. There is certainly a
great deal more to be done to ensure fur-
ther success of the Government's endeav-
ours, but I feel that it is the responsibility
of us all to assist in this direction, whether
we be members of Parliament, citizens in
the street, Government servants, or de-
partmental heads.

If we acepted the issues as they arose
and made our decisions quickly, surely
this would help solve the problems that
exist at the moment, By way of a further
effort to improve the present position-
and acknowledging that the Premier has
appointed a special committee to handle
what we might call blockages and retarda-
tion-I think it would help if we ap-
pointed a co-ordinator well versed in the
problems of land development: a man who
is,' above all, full of enthusiasm and en-
dowed with the ability to devote his en-
tire energy towards relieving the stoppages
that might exist while ensuring a greater
flow of serviced blocks onto the market.

The co-ordinator could be responsible
to the Premier. We know that the Premier
has taken a direct interest in this issue,
so the co-ordinator could report directly
to him. By negotiations and by the use
of good sense, he would ensure that greater
energy was applied and better results
were achieved.

I do not wish to take anything away
from the achievements of the present
chairman of the committee (Mr. Hillman),
who is to my mind an outstanding man
in his own field; but I feel the load which
he has been carrying has proved to be too
great. I realise that he has met with
tremendous success in the short time that
he has held this position, but I think that
on a more permanent basis a co-ordinator,
an expediter, or a trouble shooter-what-
ever we might call him-would be able to
handle these problems much more success-
f ully.

Whilst I am only making a few brief
comments in relation to housing and land,
I acknowledge that this problem is con-
stantly with us. it is up to us all, by a
practical approach to the subject, to make
some contribution to improve the lot of
our citizens.

I now turn to the question of land tax,
and under this heading I couple all other
similar taxes. I know that a great deal of
consideration has been given to the vermin
tax, and I hope that in this session of
Parliament this tax will be reviewed and
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amending legislation will be introduced to
change the present method of raising the
tax.

I would like to mention in more detail
some views on land tax. In his contribu-
tion, the Leader of the Opposition covered
this subject and offered some recom-
mendations. I have read his comments.
While I acknowledge that he has put for-
ward his suggestions In all sincerity, I
think that a better proposition would be
to move in the direction that I now recom-
mend. With the setting up of the new
State Taxation Department, an endeavour
should be made to establish land valua-
tions at a common point of time. One
might refer to the practice adopted by the
Water Board.

Mr. Tonkin: What does it do?
Mr. RUJSHTON: I understand it has

endeavoured to establish valuations at a
common point of time.

Mr. Tonkin: Tell us how the board has
done that.

Mr. RUSHTON: I have not gone into
the details adopted by the Water Board.
All I am suggesting is that in respect of
land tax we adopt a similar system, so
that all valuations of properties-whether
they be in the metropolitan area, country
towns, or anywhere else-will be assessed
at a common point of time. We could
then set a date for the valuations and be
able to calculate the sum of money that
is needed. We will become more expert
in this field, and we will know with
greater accuracy what can be achieved.

I hope that the Government will not use
the land tax as a means, such as a big
stick, to solve the land problem until such
time as accurate information is available.
Members opposite have said-and this is
mentioned in the McCarrey report-that
the land tax should be used to stimulate
the supply of land. If we were to attempt
to achieve this without accurate know-
ledge, we could do as much harm as good.

Mr. Graham: In this respect you are
condemning the MeCarrey report.

Mr. RUSHTON: No. I am suggesting
that we obtain accurate information, and
that before we use the methods proposed
we familiarise ourselves with the situation.

Mr. Graham: The MeCarrey report, the
Metropolitan Region Planning Authority,
and the Government's expert advisers.
have suggested the course to be taken;
but the Government will not act. It just
appoints committee after committee.

Mr. RUSHTON: The honourable mem-
ber is getting onto a different theme. I
suggest that in this regard the recom-
mendation in the McCarrey report could
be implemented.

Mr. Graham: A few minutes ago you
were advocating that some action be taken.
That was what we proposed, but your
Government just talks and talks, and
appoints committee after committee.

Mr. RUSHTON: The recommendations
of the Opposition could have the opposite
effect to what we, as a responsible Gov-
ernment, wish to achieve. The implemen-
tation of the proposals of the Opposition
could result in the placing of a greater
burden on the people: and we do not wish
that to happen.

Mor. Graham: You mean a greater bur-
den on the speculators!

Mr. RUSHTON: I suggest we need to
perfect a system of land valuations, but
we have to obtain accurate information
of what can be achieved. When that is
available we can act accordingly.

Mr. Graham: You are as hopeless as the
Government.

Mr. Tonkin: Your Premier says there is
nothing the Government can do.

Mr. RUJSHTQN: That is not correct. The
Premier siR.id that we should keep an open
mind.

Mr. Tonkin: He said there was no key to
the problem.

Mr. Graham: There is a vacuum between
your ears!1

Mr. RUSHTON: The Leader of the Op-
position has made up his mind, and we
have heard his suggestions. I1 find there
is strength and weakness in them. I am
suggesting that we should expect from the
criticism raised by the Opposition some
proposals that are workable. After all,
when the members opposite were in Gov-
ernment they did not find it necessary to
do the things they are advocating, so per-
haps now they can come up with some-
thing that is workable. I am suggesting
there is need for something to be done,
but before we take any action we need to
have the correct information.

Mr. Bertram: When?

Mr. RUSHTON: It will be seen from His
Excellency's Speech that this problem is
to be dealt with during this session of
Parliament. I look forward to the legis-
lation. I am making these suggestions
because I believe them to be practicable,
and I hope they will be given consideration
when the details of the legislation are
worked out.

Another great issue before us at the
Present time is education. much use has
been made of the word "crisis" in recent
days, so I looted up the meaning in the
dictionary. I find the meaning is "turning
point or decisive moment; time of acute
danger or suspense." I suggest that when
we first entered Parliament we all 'went
through a crisis, and that every day of
our lives we face a further crisis. I sug-
gest facetiously that we should classify
crises with stars; and perhaps refer to the
last World War as a five-star crisis, and
education as a one-star crisis.
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Mr. Bertram: Could we do the same in
regard to the word "progress"?

Mr. RUSHTON: That could be done.
because everything is relative. There are
always two viewpoints on- every issue. Re-
turning to the subject of education, two
issues come to mind vividly, and these
are of great importance to Western Aus-
tralian education. One is related to the
training of teachers and to the recognition
of the qualities they possess. It is a diffi-
cult task to assess the qualities or values of
one person against those of another. I
believe we need to have all the details of a
person's approach to the teaching profes-
sion. We need to take all the factors into
account. We should not restrict them,
because if we did we might discourage some
who could become our best teachers.

I am conscious at this moment that
there are young people who are con-
cerned about entering the teaching pro-
fession. They wish to be teachers and
want to give their best to the profes-
sion, but they find, with the blessing of
the Teachers Union, certain stipulations
have been introduced 'which will not allow
them to Proceed and move along in the
the way they would hope.

With the introduction of a three-year
course for these trainee teachers, I think
it could well be that they would pass out
with a teaching degree. These young
People would then progress through their
profession and there would not be the re-
striction that is; experienced now. They
could possess other qualifications; and if
two persons with equal teaching ability
were being assessed, no doubt the one with
the greater qualifications would have the
advantage. However, if there is one person
with outstanding teaching ability, but with
lesser qualifications, that person would
obtain recognition over a more qualified
person with lesser teaching ability.

I would now like to refer to the Provi-
sion of school buildings. Question upon
question is asked relating to additional
classrooms, new schools, high schools, and
the like. I have not been a member of
this H-ouse long enough to have a clear
understanding -why we cannot bring these
things further forward. Possibly it is
because of a lack of money. It seems that
we do not have enough money to repro-
gramme wiorks of this kind. It would be
idcal to start buildings during the quiet
building periodl-if there is one-in June
or July. This would be an ideal time to
make a great step forward in this regard.

Others in this Chamber have greater
experience than I have of Government
needs and the implementation of a build-
ing programme, but we seem to get busy
earlier than September and the ability to
achieve a large programme by February
seems to be beyond us to complete. I
would like the Government to bring the
budlding Programme further forward so

that there would not be the difficulties and
misunderstandings in regard to the lack 01
room when It is needed.

I recognise that last Christmas a tre-
mendous effort was made-it was a valu-
able contribution-by those workers whc
were endeavouring to build six new class-
rooms. I think this might have been th*
experience of the Deputy Leader of thc
Opposition in his own electorate. I un-
derstand the men worked through theli
Christmas holidays in an attempt to havE
schools ready, and I, as a citizen of the
State, was most appreciative of theli
efforts to provide these facilities on the duE
date. It is always possible that materiab
such as tiles, etc, may not arrive on a cer-
tain day but instead arrive a week later
This, of course, disturbs the building pro-
gramme. I suggest we should, by som(
means or other, endeavour to bring thn
building programme further forward so thF
pressure of work can be avoided. This ma3
have aL beneficial effect on the contraci
price because the builders would know thea
would not be under such pressure.

I now wish to speak of a number o:
items concerning my own electorate which
of course, is on the perimeter of thi
mnetropolitan area. The great upsurge o:
development in this area is bringing witi
it greater responsibilities and treinendoui
problems. I know and acknowledge tha,
people in local government who an
serving in an honorary capacity, togethe
with their staffs, are making a tremnen.
dous contribution in my electorate.
acknowledge that local government is oni
of the most important forms of govern,
ment-the grass roots of government
Therefore it would be my hope that w4
will always ensure that local governmen
will be confident in what it is trying tb
achieve and confident that Its objective,
will be clearly understood.

I know that the recent provisions ii
regard to finance for roads will requir
some -settling down. This is somethin
which has not been finalised in the shire
I represent, and I do not intend to mak,
any comment other than to say that th
responsibility for arterial or subarterie
roads in my shire should be shared witi
the rest of the people of the State, becaus
they are used 90 per cent. or more b:
people in the State who do not live withli
the area of the shire concerned. I be
haeve we will have to ensure that the pro
grammes of local government are no
reduced because of the legislation whicl
was recently passed.

I am pleased to say that with Govern
ment encouragement, the housing need
of the people are being met very fully ii
my electorate. There are 1,600 homes t
be built in one segment of my electorate
1,200 in another;, 880 in another, and-

Mr. Toms; Where is this?
Wr. RUSHTON: Axmadale-KelmscOt

These are the building programmes tha
will be carried out in the area.
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Mr. Tomus: You must have plenty of
houses.

Mr. RUSHTON: Perhaps we have got
more than our share.

Mr. Tonkin: The total building pro-
gramme of the State Housing Commis-
sion last year was only 1,800.

Mr. RUSHTON: The State Housing
Commission is building two complexes of
homes. One is completed and the people
have told me that they are very happy
In them. Another complex will be com-
ing off the assembly line in December.

Mr. O'Neil:, These are houses for the
people.

Mr. RUSHTON: As the Minister for
Housing said by way of interjection, these
are houses for the people in this area.
and we certainly welcome them.

The shires that are on the periphery of
the metropolitan area and in miy elector-
ate have, because of speedy growth, many
more problems to contend with than have
the inner shires. The growth is greater
than it has ever been, and the shires on
the outskirts will not have as much time
to develop recreational and other facilities
as they did in the past. We must recog-
nise that these shires are going to have
greater problems than they have ever
known before. We, as a Government, will
have to recognise this and take cognisance
of the fact in our road programming. I
think the flexibility that has been built
into the legislation can allow for this.

I now move to a matter which is quite
dear to the heart of the member for
Swan. I refer to rapid transport. lie
has had experience of a rapid transit
terminal in his electorate. I have, for
quite some time, been stressing the needs
along the Btmbury line to Armadale. I
attended a deputation to Mr. Wayne when
he was Commissioner of Railways. That
was a few years ago now; but a rapid
transit terminal at Armadale was requested
then. Since the time to which I just re-
ferred, growth has been dramatic in the
Armadale-Kelmscott Shire, in the Qosnells
area, and in fact all along this line. There-
fore, what we estimated at that time has
more than been achieved, so I hope the
Minister for Railways, when he has had
ample opportunity to cheek and evaluate
the moves already made, will give earnest
consideration to establishing this terminal
at Armadale.

Many of the areas are developing rapidly
and are constantly in need or improved
bus services. It is certainly necessary at
this time to consider stopovers along the
rail route to cater for the people living
in those homes which are right alongside
the railway line. At the moment those
people have to walk, or flind other means
of transport to Armadale or Kelmecoit,
and therefore a stopover would be of great
service to them.

I was happy to receive the answer the
Minister for Health gave me concerning
the proposed development at the Arma-
dale-Kelms~cott District Memorial Hos-
pital. I noted that the Minister mentioned
a maternity ward catering for 10 patients.
I think this will have to be increased.
because already it is necessary to cater
f or more than 10 at the old district
hospital.

Mr. Jamieson: Have you any storks out
there?

Mr. RUJSHTON: Yes, and they are very
busy. It is a rapidly developing area, and
it appears that most of the migrants who
settle there are in the younger age group
and this is rapidly increasing the popula-
tion and thus overtaxing the facilities at
the hospitals, schools, and so forth. The
ratio of children in this area I think is
greater than the ratio in the older settled
area. I think this is normal.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I think the re-
sults. achieved there go beyond the walls
of the hospital.

Mr. RUSHTON: Yes, As a matter of fact,
since I have been in Parliament, the
hospital grounds have been landscaped and
the result of this is very beautiful. Any
members who drive along the road to
Bunbury or Albany can now look. to the
left and be somewhat proud of the activi-
ties of the Health Department and the
Public Works Department in what they
have achieved at this hospital.

There is more in this than meets the
eye, and r hope that when the new mat-
ernity ward is ready, the existing old
hospital will be made available for use
by our elderly citizens. Many people in
the district are interested in lending a
hand in this regard. The Commonwealth
could well help us with this service. At
the present time the people of the area
are doing a grand job in caring for the
elderly and sick folk.

The Silver Chain services are well
patronised, and the Meals on Wheels are
providing a wonderful service. Again with
the co-operation of the Minister for
Health, who has made available the
faciles at the hospital, meals are being
taken, sometimes long distances, and in
this xvay the health of these elderly folk
is being maintained. I would also ack-
nowledge that the matron at the hospital
from time to time sends out members of
her staff with these good citizens to make
the elderly folk aware of the fact that they
are thought of. in this way the hospital
Is made aware of the condition of the
elderly people and the elderly folk them-
selves obtain great comfort from the visits.

A housing complex for the elderly, known
as Dale Cottages, is a wonderful success.
It is expanding rapidly and the builder is.
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constantly erecting new units, which are
providing very handsomely for our aged
people.

I would now like to mention the drain-
age of the back country. Much of this is
in my area, although some of it is in the
area of the member for Murray. The
results achieved by the Public Works
Department have been most successful.

Dealing now with education, I would
lie to point out that great problems will
be encountered at the Armadale High
School if the building programme for this
school is not achieved on time. I am quite
sure the mnember for Canning will be
-aware that it is imperative that the build-
ing Programme for this high school be
completed by the beginning of next year,
because then the school must cater for
children from Gosnells, Canning, and
other areas a-s well as for the growth in
the Armadale-Kelmscott area. I under-
stand that the contracts will be let at any
time now, but even so this does not leave a
great deal of time for the erection of a
science block and library facilities by the
beginning of next year. Of course,
everyone in the area will be most delighted
if the programme is completed and every-
thing is ready for the children at the
commencement of next year.

Mr. May: You might be interested to
know that a student from the Armadale
High School has won the Parliamentary
Labor Party scholarship.

Mr. RUSHTON: That is very nice to
know. The high school is certainly
achieving excellent results in that area and
I am Proud to know that the young person
concerned has obtained that scholarship.

I would now, like to move further away
from this area and deal with the proposed
high school for Rockinghamn and also the
Swinana, High School about which I have
asked a number of questions as has the
member for Cockburn. From the answers
given by the Minister, it is obvious diffi-
culties will be experienced next year in
accommodating the children in this area.

I have been given the percentages on
which the department works. For second-
,ary schools the department estimates .27
children per unit of housing. This indi-
cates clearly that the area to which I have
referred will be under tremendous pressure
next, year. It is estimated that 1,400 units
will be completed in the area by this time
next Year, and this will mean 378 children.
This Is the figure which will be added to
that which the Education Department ex-
pects at the beginning of 1970. To start
with, it is anticipated by the department
that at the beg-Inning of 1970 there will be
in excess of 200--say 225-to go to the
Kwinana High School. The following year
there will be a minimum of 250. However,
if the building rate is achieved-and it has.
been achieved in the Past-these numbers
will be tremendously increased.

I firmly believe we cannot wait until
1972 for the erection of a high school at
Rockingham. The Minister intimated that
in order to have a high school ready by
1971, planning would have had to be com-
menced a few months ago. I have a sug-
gestion which would relieve the tremendous
pressure not only on the school in
Swinana, but also on transport. The 225
to 250-plus children who will be ready to
commence school next year will require at
least 10 classrooms; and we must bear In
mind that the children at present attend-
ing the Rockinghamn School will shortly
reach junior high school age.

My suggestion is that demountable
classrooms be made available at Rocking-
ham as a temporary arrangement while
the permanent school is being erected on
the site, which has already been selected
and is available. This site will he con-
nected to the deep sewerage and so on.
The full building programme could con -
tinue on the Permanent site without any
interference to the children or to the
school's activities. I stress again the
necessity to provide a junior high school
at Rockinghamn by 1971.

I have not had time to analyse the
figures supplied to the member for Cock-
burn today, which are related to the
I~winana High School. However, from the
number of buildings intended to be con-
structed at that school it would appear
obvious that there will be continuing
problems. I am sure the education of the
children would be achieved far more
smoothly if we could establish, even on a
temporary basis, a junior high school at
Rockingham in 1971.

I was somewhat relieved to receive in-
formation from the Minister, in answer toi
a question regarding the Bungaree Pri-
mary School, and the Safety Bay 8School.
The Bungaree School is of the new cluster
type. It commenced with no children at
the beginning of the year, and it will
expand to 350 children at the end of the
year. We now have 257 children, and we
are running out of classroom space. Im-
mediate relief is to be given by taking the
surplus children down to an older class-
room at Rockingham Beach. It is acknow-
ledged that when we have 350 children-
another 100-we will be in need of more
demountable classrooms. We urgently
need some now.

I have a question on the notice paper for
next week regarding demountable class-
rooms, but I have now learned that they
will be flowing off the assembly line within
four weeks. We will then obtain sufficient
to relieve the pressure at Bungaree. This
relief will also apply to Safety Bay, which
has grown to 553 pupils. When I com-
menced to represent the area, four years
ago, the school was expected to reach 133
pupils at that time. Now, with 553 pupils,
there is a, surplus, but the demountable
classrooms will solve the problem in three
or four weeks' time. A building pro-
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gramme at the school will provide six
classrooms. We have never before ex-
perienced expansion such as this In my
area; a new school starting with no pupils
and reaching 350 pupils in one year. This
sort of expansion brings many problems
and a lot of work.

I would now lie to touch briefly on a
Point raised by the member for Cockburn
in his speech the other night.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Mitchell):
The honourable member has another five
minutes.

Mr. RUSHTON: I was somewhat
surprised and disappointed that the mem-
ber for Cockburn was critical of the Gov-
ernment on issues on which his comments
were not quite factual. Also, he did not
acknowledge the co-operation which he
and I had received on a joint venture.

It was a tremendous pleasure to me to
participate In a deputation to the Minister
for Works to present the point of view of
the area shires regarding a Cockburn
Sound conservation committee. It did not
take very long for us to receive support
for the committee from the Minister. It
will be an advisory committee, and the
Minister has offered tremendous help and
encouragement. I was disappointed that
the member for Cockburn, In his criticism,
did not mention this.

The member for Cockburn did mention
the situation at Kwinana Beach. Because
of the industrial development, that area has
its problems and, from a humane point of
view, I would like to see the problems
solved as quickly as possible.

The inference to be' drawn from the
remarks of the member for Cockburn was
that the Government had approved the
gazettal of an "A"-class reserve which was
somewhat doubtful. I suggest that the
Shire of Kwinana had asked for the
reserve to be gazetted, and I think it was
the right thing to do. The area is sur-
rounded by industry--or will be surrounded
-but it is connected with Rockingham
through the beachfront.

The people in the area are experiencing
problems because of the effects of industry.
Town planners have told us that it would
be inadvisable to build more homes In the
area. I would like to see co-operation be-
tween the local shire, the Government,
and industry to phase the homes out of the
area. Some people might like to live there,
and they could stay on a rental basis.
Some people are living right next to the
industries, and most of those people were
in the area before the industries were
established. I think this is a matter
which should be given close attention.

I do not think it is acceptable that the
member for Cockburn should have pre-
sented his case in the way in which he did.
To me he implied all sorts of accusations

against this Government's creditability. IL
can see nothing wrong with the gazettal
of the "A"-class reserve.

Mr. Brady: What about his remark that
industry is built for humans and humans
are not made for industry?

Mr. RUSHTON, I think he is right, but
I have my local problems. We are all
faced with problems of growth, and I1 ami
Impatient to get some additional sites for
local industry. Thank heavens, we are
just about to get them. I am hopeful that
more employment will be available for
other sections of families. The fathers are
working in the heavy industry, and I want
to see employment provided in the area
for the mothers and teenagers. Blocks
will also be made available for residential
purposes, and I want those blocks on the
market as quickly as possible.

I believe the Government is facing up to
its responsibility. It has problems of
growth, and I believe it is facing them with
zest. I have every pleasure in supporting
the motion before us.

MR. BATEMAN (Canning) (5.18 p.m.J:
I have listened with much interest, over
the past few days, to the speeches made
by members from this side of the House,
and from the other side of the House, in
their contributions to the Address-in-
Reply.

I have heard a lot of criticism tossed
about by members, not only from this side
of the House, but also from the other side.
the criticism has been mainly aimned at
the Government. I think it is fair enough
to say that none of us objects to criticism.
especially when it is constructive. I know
that 1, for one, welcome constructive criti-
cism.

It is fair enough to say that the Govern-
ment of the day cannot cope with, or keep
abreast of, the fast and rapid development
taking place in this State. The rapid
development which is taking place in Wes-
tern Australia is beyond the realms of
expectation of any of us, especially when
we think back over the last six years.

My criticism of the Government is that
I think its administration is not adequately
geared to keep pace with the progress
which is occurring. Of course, those re-
sponsible for the administration are our
senior civil servants. The senior civil
servants of Western Australia virtually
administer the Government, irrespective of
which Government is in power.

When a Government has been in power
for too long then, perhaps, the Ministers
become a little too friendly with the
senior civil servants. Having been a Civil
servant for the greater part of my working
career. I have had some experience with
respect to this matter. I have the greatest
admiration for civil servants whether they
are on the lower rungs, or on the higher
rungs, and I have mixed in both circles.
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I consider that when Ministers have
been in office for 10 years and longer, they
become very friendly with the hierarchy
of the civil service and are inclined to let
their consciences be changed and their
thoughts be the thoughts of the senior
civil servants. It is fair enough to say-
in fact, we all know-questions are
answered by senior civil servants. Also,
it is fair to say that many of the Bills
which are presented in this House are
prepared by senior civil servants. Further.
I would say that all the amendments which
are prepared and submitted to this Cham-
ber have been prepared and submitted by
senior civil servants.

I would like to give one small word of
warning at this Juncture: if the Govern-
ment is not very careful it will become a
rubber stamp for the civil service. To
put it frankly I would hate ever to see this
happen. That is my main criticism.

All of the members in the House who
have spoken on the Address-in-Reply
have spoken at length on problems as-
sociated with their own electorates. I think
it is fair enough for me to do likewise. I
have been in Parliament some eighteen
months and during this period there has
been an influx of over 4,000 migrants into
my electorate. This is very, good, too. I
am pleased to see that the Minister for
immigration In this State is in the Cham-
ber at the moment. Consequently I wish
to speak for a little while on some of the
problems associated with migrants, but
before doing so, I would like to say that I
have made some tremendous friends with
people who have come from England and
other overseas countries. Some of them
are the finest people one would ever wish
to meet.

Let me put it this way: if we were to
go to England or elsewhere in the same
numbers as migrants come to Western
Australia, we would have the same belly-
aches and goings-on over there which
they have here. They come to a totally
different country, a totally different
climate, and to a totally different people,
who have different ideas and a free and
easy way.

I deal every day of the week with prob-
lems associated with these people. I will
mention the case of migrants coming from
England as an example. One of the prob-
lems which some of them face is that
when they leave England to come to
Western. Australia, they fly and send their
furniture and effects by ship. Sometimes
these take six months to arrive. When
the furniture and effects do arrive, a mig-
rant often finds that certain articles of
furniture are broken: namely, mirrors, and
such things, are broken. The migrant is
required to notify the insurance people
within three days of delivery being taken
of the furniture by the customs agent In
Fremantle When the customs agent takes

delivery in F'remantie he has a whole rig-
marole to go through; namely, the furni-
ture must be sprayed, It must be checked
for bond charges, it must be Inspected by
customs, and weighbridge tickets must be
Issued. By the time the customs agent
does all this, takes it to the house where
the migrant is living, and the migrant
opens the packing case and gets it sorted,
a. week or a fortnight may have elapsed.

I have an insurance form here in my
hand. The Guardian Insurance Company
-although I had not meant to state the
name-is one -company which gives three
days, and if a migrant does not notify the
Guardian Insurance Company within
three days his claim is null and void. Thix
condition is in small print for all to see.
I am dealing with two cases at the mo-
ment and am trying to do some good fox
the people concerned. The name of one
such person is on the form.

Many other complaints and grizzles are
made by these people. However, it is not
only them; because we ourselves, as Aus-
tralians, have plenty of grizzles and
grumbles. They are not isolated cases.
One of the main complaints which is beard
from migrants who come out here con-
cerns the high cost of housing. They are
told in London that a house will cost a
certain amount, but when they arrive they
find it is from $2,000 to $4,000 more than
they were told.

At this point I should like to make a
criticism so that it will appear in the right
context. It is a shame that the Govern-
ment of this State does not have a repre-
sentative in Australia House. The only
representative we have in London is thE
Agent-General. All of the migrants whc
come from London have a letter from tht
Agent-General. The purpose of the lettei
is to Introduce the migrant and it says, ir
effect, "This is to certify that I havi
known so-and-so for a certain period o1
time." There are so many of these let-
ters in Lynwood and adjacent areas at tht
present time that migrants use them t(
write their grocery orders on.

Other than developing companies, suct
as R.D.C., Seymour's, and others, the onl
person in London with whom they havf
any contact, and who knows anythin
about Western Australia, is the Agent-
General. These companies have theii
own offices. It is fair enough that thel
should make a gain, I suppose, because
they have to sell the homes.

The advice given to migrants in Londor
before they leave ise that Australia isE
land of plenty. Especially, it is said aboul
Western Australia that this State is burst-
ing at the seams; there is honey ant
cream for all; there is plenty of employ-
ment.; there are low-priced houses: anc
food is cheap.

This is nonsense, and we all know it
Nevertheless, migrants come to Westerm
Australia with this false impression. In.
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stead, someone should be in Australia
House to tell them the facts so that they
will know what they have to face when
they arrive.

A further problem concerns finance to
buy a home. Some migrants come to
Western Australia with $5,000 or $6,000
and they find that to buy a home costing
$18,000, they have to raise $10,000 or more,
and so they have to get a first mortgage.
a second mortgage, and sometimes a third
mortgage. In order to make the necessary
Payments, both the husband and the wife
have to work, because the bank will not
give these types of mortgage unless a wage
of something like $70 to $80 per week is
being earned. Very few people are in this
wage-income bracket, no matter what one
likes to think.

To give some idea of the paraphernalia
put cut by the developing companies which
have agents in London, I would like to
refer to one such pamphlet. I will not
quote from it, Mr. Speaker. I give you my
guarantee on that, although I wish I had
known that I could quote to the extent
that some members have quoted. Two
houses of the "Sovereign" and "Cran-
brook" designs are illustrated on the back
cover. The photographs were taken in
South Australia in Para Hills and the
prices which are shown apparently obtain
to that area. They would not apply in
Western Australia.

This is the type of thing which I think
is bad publicity. When migrants come to
Western Australia, mostly they go into
flats. There are dozens of people who are
quite unhappy for a period of time be-
cause they have been misled by the de-
velopers. They have not been misled by
the Government, although I think the
Government should set about organising
some way of helping migrants to settle in.

It is a big change to come to another
country. Many migrants come from India
and from Mauritius. Many of the children
are laced with great problems in connec-
tion with schooling. It is difficult to teach
the children because they cannot under-
stand the English language. In a class at
the Maddington School at the moment,
half a dozen children from Mauritius can-
not speak a word of English. The teacher
is having a tremendous job trying to teach
them English. Fortunately, one little girl
can speak it a little.

These are problems we must face up to
as time goes by and, eventually, I am sure
all will be well. We know the value of
migrants. Some are particularly fine
people who are very good-living. Some
are good tradesmen. We need these people
and it is silly to say that we do not.

I do not want to dwell on that sub-
ject too long. Also, I do not want to
speak about housing, because that sub-
ject has been kicked to death in the past
few days; nor do I want to speak on the

Problems associated with land. Many
speakers have spoken on that subject at
great length and It has been fully debated
in this House in the last week or so.

I would like to speak on the subject of
committees. From time to time it is
noticed that committees are formed to
investigate this, that, and the other. The
other evening the member for Collie re-
f erred to the report made on the mutton
and lamb industry. He said it was Purely
a statistical report, and my sentiments
are the same as those expressed by the
honourable member. In my opinion this
is the trend that is followed on many
occasions. In many instances, that Is when
a member raises a certain matter for the
consideration of the Government, the
Government replies that it will form a
committee. When it does, the committee
is made up of senior public servants and
they are instructed to investigate the
problem that has been raised.

After making inquiries, the committee
then reports to the Governent which, in
turn, presents the report to Parliament for
laying on the Table of the House, and that
is the end of it; no more is done about it.
I feel sure* that the same will apply to
the report on the mutton and lamb in-
dustry in Western Australia. It was pre-
sented to the Minister for Agriculture on
the 11th March. 1969. That report will con-
tinue to lie on the Table of the House,
and that will be the end of it.

I now wish to speak on the drought
problem, because a committee has been
formed to make some Inquiries Into It.
Some of its members are St. George's
Terrace farmers, and some are not. It is
a shame that committees are formed in
this manner. Surely to goodness, when
such a problem Is raised and brought to
the attention of the Government, it should
say, 'Let us call all the people concerned
to meet in the Perth Town Hall," or any
other venue it cares to name. At such a
meeting resolutions could be carried with
a view to solving the problem as quickly
as possible.

In regard to the drought problem, I am
sure that some time ago the Minister for
Agriculture must have had an Inkling that
the State was facing a drought, and he
should have called on the clerks and the
presidents of the various shires to attend,
post haste, a meeting to discuss the prob-
lem. If this had been done I am sure
steps would have been taken to ease the
problem as much as possible. Instead of
this, we have to wait for a report on
drought relief to be presented to the Gov-
ernment. This is not good enough! Some-
thing should have been done long before
this.

Mr. I. W. Manning: flid you know it
was not going to rain?

Mr. BATEMAN: That is an extremely
bright Interjection by one of great ability!
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I now wish to point out that I have
asked the Minister for Education if It is
possible for a high school to be erected
at Thornlle. On the advice of the officers
of his department, the Minister has told
me that this school will not be built until
1970, and will not be ready for occupation
until 1971. 1 am very concerned about this,
because as sure as I am standing here
we will have many problems in regard to
our high schools next year. I give the
Minister full credit for his efforts in re-
gard to the provision of primary schools,
but there is no doubt that next year the
lack of high schools will present a real
problem.

However, whether we like it or not, the
Minister has made up his mind and my
electorate will not obtain an additional
high school at Thornlie, despite the fact
that we are badly in need of it. The
reason given by the Minister is that he
does not have any money. This seems to
be the stock answer to all requests that
are made to Ministers by those on this
.side of the House for any facilities that
are required in our electorates, despite
the fact that every day we read in the
Press that we are living in an affluent
society and that Western Australia is the
most progressive State in the Common-
wealth. Despite all these statements, when
the Minister for Education is asked to
build a high school at Thornile, he says
he does not have any money.

I asked the Minister for Police to build
another police station in my electorate,
and I was told, "We have no money." I
asked the Minister for Works to install
additional sewerage and drainage facilities
in my area and I was told, "We have no
money." It does not matter what request
we make, invariably the reply is, "We
have no money." I am not sure whether
the true position is that we are kidding
ourselves, or whether someone is fiddling
the books. This makes sense to me.

Mr. Brady: We are paying all of it out
to the Commonwealth Government for
interest on the railways.

Mr. BATEMAN: This brings me to the
sewerage and drainagA problem in my
electorate. We have had many sewerage
and drainage problems in years gone by
and I give full marks to the Gosnells and
Canning Shires for making available a
package sewerage scheme in their areas.
This is an excellent move, especially in
regard to the raising of the health stan-
dards in those parts.

I asked some questions in the House in
regard to the Lynwood drainage problem.
These questions were asked on behalf of
the Canning Shire Council. That shire
requested me to lead a deputation to the
Premier; it took me two months to get a
reply, and when I did receive it it was in
the negative. The Canning Shire Council
was very upset because the Premier did
not meet its representatives. As a result

the Lynwood Progress Association put
pressure on the Canning Shire Council, so
that, on its behalf, I made representation
to the Acting Premier asking if he would
meet a deputation from the Canning Shire
Council. Once again, the reply was that
no purpose would be served in meeting a
deputation from the Canning Shire Coun-
cil, because the matter had been resolved.
Also, once again the question of finance
was raised, because I was told that no
money was available.

The Canning Shire Council wanted to
meet the Premier to ascertain whether
the Government would subsidise the pay-
ment of fees to connect the houses to the
sewer main. This was the principal prob-
lem. It appears that the cost of connect-
ing each house to the sewer main will
be about $500, and the residents of Lyn-
wood cannot afford to pay such a fee in
a lump sum, I can recall, some years
ago, the Perth Shire Council introducing
a scheme whereby, when obsolete toilets
were demolished, it granted a concession
to the people concerned by allowing them
to pay the sewerage installation fee over
a period of two years. If the same prin-
ciple were adopted in regard to the people
at Lynwood there would be no problem
whatsoever.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: But it is open to
the local authority to do this.

Mr. B3ATEMAN: Where Is the local
authority to obtain the money?

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: A moment ago
you said there was plenty of money.

Mr. BATEMAN: No, I did not! I said
no such thing! The Minister is the one
who said that he does not have two bob!
When I make a request to him for some
facility or other, he replies, "We have no
money."'

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You do not believe
us when we say that.

Mr. BATEMAN:, By love, that is quite
true! I believe the Minister does have the
money. Too right he has!1 It is all very
well for the Minister to sit there and laugh
when he is occupying a nice home at
Cottesloe, complete with sewerage facili-
ties and all the other amenities that go
with it. We can all do that, because we
have a few dollars In our pocket. How-
ever, some unfortunate residents of Lyn-
wood are not similarly placed. They are
heavily committed with first, second, and
third mortgages, and with hire purchase
payments to meet on their cars. They
do not have two bob! I know of some
families who are sleeping on the floor
because they cannot afford to buy furni-
ture, and such a situation is far from good.
In fact, it is a blot on the copy book of
the Government when people are forced
to live In such conditions. it is all very
well for someone to sit back and to laugh
and to smirk when he has plenty of money
In his pocket. We can all do that.

332



[Tesday, 19 August, 1969.] 333

Mr. Lewis: We were not laughing at
the people; we were laughing at the mis-
interpretation.

Mr. Tonkin: No Minister has money.
because the Treasurer has not allocated
any funds as Yet, and six weeks of the
financial year have gone.

Mr. BATEMAN: If I might be permitted
to continue. Another matter which is
causing a great deal of concern is that
of the open drains in my area. As mem-
bers know, these open drains are breed-
ing rounds for disease, particularly in
the dry weather. Weather' such as we
have had recently is conducive to the
development of all sorts of viruses and
diseases in an environment of that nature.
I do hope that money can be made avail-
able to the shires to help them establish
a comprehensive drainage system through-
out the areas concerned.

I would like to continue on this mat-
ter of sewerage for a moment--I seem to
be up to my neck in the problem!

Mr. Dunn: You are on the right side
of the Chamber!

Mr. BATEMAN: Ever since I have been
In Parliament I have been plugging the
sewerage problem in my electorate. The
position is now made worse because the
Perth Shire Council has been given per-
mission for effluent to be dumped In the
Gosnells area. I can see that before long
we will have all the spare sewage dumped
there. The Minister for Works might
just as well dump any sewage that he
might have. We do not seem to be doing
too well at the moment.

I would like to conclude by mention-
Ing the excessive rates which are to be
imposed in the Canning and Gosnells
areas. These excessive rates have been
brought about by the opening of the Can-
nington-Armadale corridor. Since that
corridor has been opened the Taxation
Department has turned its attention to the
question of valuations. One extract I have
in connection with this matter reads,
"Valuations indicate that the corridor land
could be increased by 20 times the original
valuation.' This Is pretty steep, to say
the least of It.

Mr. Davies: Who said that?

Mr. BATEMAN: This is the opinion of
the Taxation Department on the question
of State land tax. To give members some
idea of the position I would point out that
in the case of one property of nine acres
the old assessment was $3,600 whereas the
new assessment is $40,350. In the case
of another Property the old assessment
was $13,500 whereas the new assessment
is to be $400,000.

Mr. Dunn: That is the valuation.

Mr. BATEMAN: The assessment of
valuation.

Mr. Brady: He will have to pay taxes
on that-rates and so on.

Mr. BATEMAN: That is so. They are
all the same-20 times the original price.
I think it is a disgrace to have allowed
the matter to continue for so long and f or
the department to now drop this bomb-
shell on the people.

There is no doubt that this will virtually
put some of the people out of their homes;
they will have to sell their properties to
meet the requirements of land tax and the
rates which will be imposed by the shire
councils.

I do hope that the Ministers will get
together and find money from somewhere
to overcome the problems I have outlined.
The first essential is to get our priorities
in the correct order.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Dunn.

House adjourned at 5.45 p.m.

?iiegbuatiue Toururil
Tuesday, the 19th August, 1969

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (6): ON NOTICE

1. ROAD MAINTENANCE
(CONTRIBUTION) ACT

Funds Received and Grants

The Hon. V. J. FERRY asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) Will the Minister please advise

details of funds derived from the
Road Maintenance (Contribution)
Act for the year ended the 30th
June, 1969, in the following head-
ings--
(a) (i) total amounts collected

from each category of
contributor (i.e. Inter-
state hauliers, farmers,
hauliers associated with
mining, timber, etc.); and

(it) total funds collected for
the Year;

(b) amounts and' percentages of
funds spent in-
(i) the metropolitan area;

(it) country areas; and
(lII) special grants?


